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Bright Hope Glimmers
F r o m  t h e  E d i t o r

A
s I watched the 2008 Olym-
pic events, one family was 
always on my mind: a Chi-
nese couple with a little girl 

who gave up many things here in Can-
ada to become missionaries in China. 
Occasionally I hear from them – that 
they are safe and sharing their faith as 
they are given opportunity. But per-
secution is always possible and their 
mail must go through a careful protec-
tive screening process. I pray for them 
and admire their courage.

Our new cover story on 
China, “Freedom and Sacri-
fice,” gives an insightful look 
into both the persecution and 
the possibilities of sharing faith 
in a country that has tried to 
control the Christian Church. You will 
read about the limits on Bibles, restraints 
to the Olympic chaplaincy program and 
persecution of parts of the 45-million-
member house church movement. 

Yet other doors have been opened. 
Author Jeff Dewsbury tells of a uni-
versity program studying Christ as a 
model of leadership. He also reports 
that workers at some factories  in China 
(Motorola and others) have been al-
lowed to worship and pray together. 
This paradox gives hope. While there 
is evidence of continued persecution, 
God is working in unexpected ways.

You may also be surprised to read 
the stories in “School Principals Can 
Be Agents of Hope” by Sheila Wray 
Gregoire. Although Canadian public 
schools can face serious problems, care-
ful teaching of Christian values is often 
welcomed as part of the solution. Many 
principals find character education an ef-
fective way to promote the virtues high-

lighted in Scripture. Other opportunities 
are clearly available to discuss and pro-
mote justice and mercy in schools. 

Another encouraging article, “Who 
Is My Neighbour?” by Darryl Dash, 
tells of a new resource, the Community 
Research Guide, that can help churches 
better understand their communities. 
The guide lays out options for collecting 
neighbourhood data and interpreting 
it. Such research used to be focused on 
growing a church, but this article high-

lights the new emphasis on 
caring for the neighbourhood 
and praying in an informed 
way for its needs.

Even if your congregation 
worships with contemporary 
music, you may enjoy our fea-

ture on “Canadian Hymns: Tracking a 
Musical Tradition.” Hymns are woven 
into our heritage, though few of us 
know where they began. Because there 
is often a personal epiphany of God at 
their core, hymns can remain fresh and 
compelling even hundreds of years after 
they were written. Do visit the online 
cyber hymnals listed in this feature. You 
may find a hymn, as I did, not heard for 
decades but fondly remembered.

P.S. Don’t forget Faith Today is still 
celebrating its 25th anniversary. You 
can join in by submitting a “Where 
Are They Now” story (there’s a new 
one about former editor Krysia Lear 
online) or a testimonial describing why 
you read Faith Today. Or fill out our 
reader survey at www.faithtoday.ca and 
receive a free gift subscription. 

Gail Reid is managing editor of Faith 
Today and director of communications for 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
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oping the Canadian churches and help-
ing us get settled as post-war immigrants 
in Canada, although few of us are aware 
of this anymore.

Developments in the 
Netherlands between the 
mid-1800s (when many 
immigrated to the United 
States) and the 1950s 
(when many immigrated 
to Canada) have shaped 
the Canadian and Ameri-
can parts of the denomi-
nation so that we are not 
always in tune with each 
other and probably never 

will be. The benefit is that we can sharpen 
each other and learn to allow each other 
to be ourselves.

We will continue to work together as 
a cross-border church, but the time has 
come for Canadians to start handling 
our own affairs and making our own 
decisions without living in the shadow 
of our big brother.

We wish Bruce Adema well with 
wisdom and insight in navigating our 
church on this side of the border 

Evert Wassink 
Forest, Ont.

Spiritual Formation 
Re: Hungry for God (May/Jun 2008) 
I was greatly distressed by Dayna E. 
Mazzuca’s article. Contemplative spir-
ituality has no basis in Scripture. Lectio 
divina is an ancient mystical practice of 
early paganism, Hinduism, Buddhism 
and present-day New Age (as has been 
pointed out by Ray Yungen, a former 
New Age guide). 

What is to be the sole guide and re-
source for spiritual vitality? The Word 
of God alone, which instructs us to pray, 
fast, sing, fellowship, study and examine 
ourselves in light of its absolute truth. 
All theology and spiritual habits outside 
of the Scriptures are unrighteous, Paul 
says (2 Timothy 3:13-17). 

Paul Holden

Hanover, Ont.

L e t t e r s

J. I. Packer Interview
Re: Standing on Solid Ground (May/
Jun 2008)
I find it ironic that some churches have 
decided to split over same-sex marriages. 
Jesus actually says nothing about the 
subject yet we have huge discussions. 
Meanwhile we live in a country that is 
actively at war. The Ten Commandments 
and Jesus condemn war in many places 
yet we have no discussion about it at all. 
Could it be we are more concerned with 
maintaining our lifestyle than we are 
about following the gospel?

Glen Eagle

Churchill, Ont.

Hell and Heaven
Re: Ask a Theologian (Jan/Feb 2008)
Heather Kendall correctly says (“Let-
ters,” Mar/Apr 2008) we are spiritually 
dead at birth, adding that eternal pun-
ishment in hell is the consequence. This 
assumes we have an immortal soul. The 
Bible abounds with the words “soul” 
and “spirit” yet nowhere have I read 
that these are immortal.

The immortal soul is a Grecian con-
cept. The New Testament word for death 
is “sleep.” Paul says believers who have 
died are “asleep in Christ.” According to 
John 14:3, it will take the coming of Jesus 
for [dead believers] to meet Him.

I agree (as an annihilationist) with a 
famous Canadian theologian who said: 
“Hell is eternal punishment, not eternal 
punishing.” If it were eternal punish-
ing, evil would always be present and 
Christ would not be “all and in all.” 

Bernard Camper

Kelowna, B.C.

In the parable of the rich man and Laza-
rus, the Lord says the rich man “lifted 
up his eyes, being in torment, and saw 
Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom.” We are 
not told Lazarus saw the rich man. Ran-
dal Rauser points to this one-way mirror 
as a possible part of the answer. It seems 
to me to be a side issue, but I am sure the 
Holy Spirit does not mislead us here or 

Excellent and Perceptive
Re: Money and the Incarnation (Jul/
Aug 2008)
Thank you very much for the interview 
with Victor Shepherd. It is ex-
cellent and perceptive – noth-
ing to be added.

Bill Wright

Brampton, Ont.

Staying Binational
Re: God at Work in Denom-
inations (Jul/Aug 2008) 
Your article “A Cross-Border 
Church” resonated with me 
because my denomination, 
the Evangelical Missionary Church (then 
the Missionary Church), faced the same 
issues and chose to separate [into two 
national bodies].

The reasons you give for maintaining 
one body are biblical and realistic. We do 
gain from the American drive and commit-
ment and they gain from our sensitivity to 
the needs of smaller nations and dissimilar 
peoples. With combined resources we are 
better able to address the missionary im-
perative. It takes Christian grace, forgive-
ness and understanding for both groups to 
work well together, but it can be done.

Most importantly, cross-border de-
nominations give testimony to the one-
ness all believers have in Christ, a oneness 
that should transcend national commit-
ment and pride. It is Christ who prayed 
that God would help us to be one. In 
Christ we can be!

The reasons given for splitting are essen-
tially nationalism and anti-Americanism, 
realities that are hardly biblical and Chris-
tian.

May I, as one who has gone through 
a split, encourage the Christian Reformed 
Church to continue as a multinational de-
nomination, giving a powerful testimony 
and effective witness to the world.

Edward Oke

Olds, Alta.

The U.S. side of the Christian Reformed 
Church was very instrumental in devel-
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elsewhere, even in “the small print.” 
Another point: if we grieve at loved 

ones who have chosen to reject the gos-
pel, how much more does God! And yet 
His righteousness is such that He turned 
His face away from Jesus when He took 
our sin on Himself on Calvary’s cross. 
There is something of a vast cosmic and 
spiritual dimension going on here that we 
find hard to grasp. 

In Revelation the saints and elders, 
their eyes of faith further enlightened in 
eternity, praise God for the righteousness 
of His judgments. David and Abraham 
also express confidence in God’s right-   
eous judgments. Is it not possible that, 
when “we shall be made like unto Him 
as He is,” we will then see all sin in all 
its horror and actually rejoice somehow 
in the rightness of God’s judgment? He 
has, after all, done all He could do to 
avert it.

Iain Clayre

Edmonton, Alta.

Climate Change
Re: A Primer on Climate Change (Jan/
Feb 2008)
I am troubled by our naiveté of the global 
warming issue and the new political 
realities it’s helping to create.

There may actually be global warm-
ing. There is evidence to the contrary but, 
for the moment, let us assume it does 
exist. Are the main causes necessarily 
human activities? 

The Earth and its atmosphere are very 
adaptable to huge changes. During two 
weeks of April 1815, for example, there 
were volcanic eruptions in the Dutch 

East Indies (modern-day Indonesia). 
These ejected immense amounts of dust 
into the upper atmosphere. The results: 
the summer of 1816 was called “the year 
without a summer” and temperatures in 
the Northern Hemisphere dropped at least 
one degree. Estimates suggest 200,000 
people died from the resulting crop fail-
ures. Here in Quebec people were digging 
up the potatoes they had planted, they 
were that desperate.

Imagine, one massive eruption caused 
a worldwide drop of one degree for al-
most a decade! The global warming that 
is supposedly human-made is also a one-
degree drop over the past 150 years! 

So before we disrupt every economy 
in the world and cause who knows what 
political instability, we must think through 
this potential problem. Our “solutions” 
may be worse than the problem. We can’t 
grow the economy and make the invest-
ments we need to get clean energy if we 
disrupt the present system too quickly.

The church needs to lead this discus-
sion and be like “the men of Issachar, who 
understood the times and knew what Is-
rael should do” (1 Chronicles 12:32).

Daniel Fontaine

Sherbrooke, Que.

Wood and Strong’s assessment of climate 
change, in typical David Suzuki fashion, 
stresses the anthropogenic argument to 
the detriment of other renowned scientists 
who disagree. Only lip service is given to 
any opposing viewpoint. 

As Christians we should be aware of 
all the scientific evidence and not rely solely 
on an American politician (Al Gore) and 
a highly secular international body (the 
United Nations) to be the only sources of 
facts in this important debate. 

I encourage those who are interested 
to examine Lawrence Solomon’s book 
The Deniers (Richard Vigilante Books, 
2008) and the related series at http://net 
work.nationalpost.com/np/blogs/posted/
pages/climate-change-the-deniers.aspx.

Griffith Speers

Stouffville, Ont.

  Contact Faith Today
Letters to the editor must be signed 
and have the writer’s address if for pub-
lication. Please include a daytime phone 
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M i l e s t o n e s

Elected: Bill Taylor as 
head of the Evangelical 
Free Church of Canada. 
The position has been 
renamed executive dir-
ector rather than pres-
ident. He succeeds Ron 
Unruh. The church, which 
includes about 140 congregations, has also 
adopted a revised statement of faith that 
rejects “open theology” and removes pre-
millenialism as an essential doctrine.

Renamed: Canadian National Baptist 
Convention is the new name for the de-
nomination of 250 churches formerly 
known as the Canadian Convention of 
Southern Baptists. Implementation of the 
new name, confirmed with an 86 per cent 
vote, will be gradual, says Gerry Taillon, 
CNBC national ministry leader.

Renamed: The Evangelical Christian 
Church in Canada is the new name for 
the denomination formerly known as Ca-
nadian Evangelical Christian Churches. 
David Lavigne is general 
superintendent of its 27 
congregations in Can-
ada.

Elected: Robert Bugbee 
as president of Lutheran 
Church–Canada, the 
second largest Lutheran 
denomination in Can-
ada. A pastor in Kitchener, Ont., he suc-
ceeds Ralph Mayan, who served four 
terms as head of the 325 Canadian con-
gregations with roots in The Lutheran 
Church–Missouri Synod.

Elected: Cheol Soon Park as Moderator 
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
a denomination of 1,000 congregations. 
Park has been minister of Toronto Korean 
Presbyterian Church since 1991. He was 
born in Korea, the son of a Presbyterian 
minister, and moved to Canada in 1983.

Appointed: Bill Mollard as president of 
Union Gospel Mission, a ministry to hun-
gry, homeless and hurting people at 12 lo-
cations in and around Vancouver. He suc-
ceeds Maurice McElrea, who has retired 
after 29 years but continues as president 
emeritus. Mollard has served as CEO for 
the B.C. Division of The Salvation Army, 
worked in Newfoundland and Saskatoon 
and pastored two B.C. churches.
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In his youth Brad Farkas never 
dreamed of becoming a bus driver, 
but it has been his career for 18 years. 

He continues to be amazed at the ways 
God shows up during his work with the 
Toronto Transit Commission.

Farkas is the kind of driver who 
leaves his Bible open on the dashboard 
as a conversation stimulator. That’s 
what he used to do operating Wheel-
Trans vehicles.

Or he engages passengers in conver-
sation, using local or world events to 
trigger discussions about faith. 

“Do you think we need revival from 
all the tension in the city?” he asked a 
passenger one day after a funeral was 
marred by a drive-by shooting. 

Farkas believes God gives him words 
to speak to passengers because God cares 
about their destiny.

Recently, Farkas noticed an adver-
tisement from Bus Stop Bible Studies on 
his vehicle. Using the interior intercom, 
he asked passengers: “Do you know 
God is riding our bus today? Look at 
the Bus Stop Bible Studies ad. Do you 
think our city needs this?”

All this is a far cry from the Farkas’s 
younger self, who struggled for two 
years before he was willing to drive a 
church bus through Regent Park, one 
of the city’s poorer neighbourhoods. 
The turning point came when a Wheel- 
Trans driver challenged him to apply to 
the TTC. 

Bus Driver Sees God at Work
K i n g d o m  M a t t e r s

Youth Find Meaning in Art

While society paints a troubling 
picture of today’s youth, artist 
Melissa Bothwell sees them as 

masterpieces in the making.
“Many do not feel understood so 

they need ways to express themselves,” 
explains Bothwell, the 27-year-old co-
ordinator for FreeStyle Arts Studio in Pe-
terborough, Ont. 

“The studio allows them to come and 
explore both the arts and themselves. 
We’ve built a safe place. Youth can express 
themselves here without judgment, which 
is an amazing dynamic to be part of.”

Initiated in 2001 by The Bridge and 
Youth Unlimited, the studio provides a 
place for creators between the ages of 13 
and 25 to drop in and work with various 
kinds of art.

“So many come and share with us 
their stories of abuse, neglect and heart-
ache,” says Bothwell. “I’ve seen people 
find community, explore abilities they 
didn’t think they had, be prayed for and 
make real relationships.”

Robyn, a frequent visitor to the stu-
dio, says, “I don’t really have many friends 
but I feel surrounded by them here.” 

Rhonda, another young artist, agrees: 
“I come here to get away from it all.”

Bothwell relates. “Working at the cen-
tre has helped shape my faith since I’ve 
had to learn how to share it relevantly,” 
she says. “God has opened my eyes to 
see His grace reaching out to a sinner 
like me.”

Her goal as artistic director is to guide 
creative dialogue toward the ultimate Cre-
ator. “Sometimes I will ask [the youth] to cre-
ate an artistic response to what faith, hope 
or love means to them. We’ll go around 
the circle and share our thoughts, and I’ll 
be able to share how my hope comes from 
knowing Christ,” says Bothwell. 

“My vision for this studio is that it 
would be a freeing space, one that allows 
youth to come and feel free to express 
themselves, their joys and pains, and find 
freedom in turning to Christ.”

As a result of this vision, masterpieces 
are being made. 

“Art points to the Creator in so many 
ways,” says Bothwell. “The simple redeem-
ing of scrap material to make something 
unique can always be a reflection of God’s 
redeeming work in us.” n       –Emily Wierenga

“Do you know God is riding our bus today?” TTC bus driver Brad Farkas is always glad 
to engage passengers in discussions about faith.
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Farkas recalls the TTC interviewer 
asking him why he wanted to drive a 
bus and glibly responding, “Because 
Wheel-Trans drivers love it so much 
– it’s a career.” Today the words seem 
prophetic. 

In 1998 at Broadview station, 
Farkas even met an angel on the job. 
A woman on his bus realized she had 
left her bag on a streetcar, containing 
money, passport and “everything I 
own!” and asked him for help. Farkas 
was running late with a full load at rush 
hour but the Bible story of the unjust 
judge flashed across his mind. So he left 
the bus – with passengers yelling at the 
delay – and tried to help. 

In the station Farkas explained the 
crisis to the TTC collector, asking her to 
call the streetcar driver. Suddenly a young 

Bus Driver Sees God at Work

man appeared beside them. A bag ap-
peared on the ground. The man asked 
“Is this your bag?” and then disappeared. 
The woman dropped to her knees, cried 
out, grabbed her bag and ran off. 

Farkas’s body felt numb, warm 
and wonderful. The TTC collector and 
Farkas stared at each other. Farkas con-

cluded “We just saw an angel.”
Amazingly, the waiting passengers 

said nothing. Farkas expected a fistful 
of complaints in his file the next day but 
there were none on this incident.

Instead, after 18 years, Farkas’s file 
is thick with commendations.

–Charlene de Haan 

Winnipeg Bookstore Focuses on 
Conversations Not Conversions

The Dusty Cover is a new, second-hand bookstore in Winnipeg’s historic west 
end, but it’s not designed to ever be a profit-making enterprise. It’s the newest 
ministry of Youth With A Mission Urban Ministries Winnipeg, and it’s a ministry 

designed to lead to conversations not conversions.
The Dusty Cover is intended first and foremost to be a place of community, 

learning and connecting. “Our primary goal is to build relationships and serve the 
neighbourhood in any way we can,” 
says Jamie Arpin-Ricci, co-director of 
YWAM Winnipeg and one of the found-
ers of the bookstore. 

“In our neighbourhood, there 
were not a lot of places where people 
could connect socially and build rela-
tionships with their neighbours with-
out high pressure to buy a product,” 
explains Arpin-Ricci. “We wanted to 
create a neutral but welcoming space 
where those kinds of connections could 
occur.” 

Opened in February 2008, the store 
is located at 528 Sergeant Avenue, a 
street Arpin-Ricci describes as perhaps 
“the most multicultural street in Mani-
toba.” It provides a refreshing, needed al-
ternative, he says, for a neighbourhood in which “community centres are usually under-
resourced and overwhelmed, and bars and strip joints are not a positive thing.”

The walls around the perimeter of the store are lined with bookshelves, but Arpin-
Ricci and his team deliberately left a lot of open space for leather couches and coffee 
tables to encourage informal gatherings and conversation. Patrons are welcome to pur-
chase a cup of free-trade coffee and linger over a good book or a good conversation.

One-quarter of the store is dedicated to children’s books, and there is space for 
kids to gather, do crafts and participate in twice-weekly programs run by Urban 
Potential (www.urbanpotential.ca). And the children are coming. Anywhere from 
one to a dozen arrive daily to while away their school lunch hours or spend time after 
school when no one waits for them at home.

Others are coming too: students, couples and grandparents with grandchildren 
in tow.

The store carries an eclectic selection of books – from the Left Behind series to 
Harry Potter – all of which have been donated and reflect the desire to keep the space 
“neutral enough to at least engage people in the sharing of ideas.”

“When we enter into the rhythm of life in this community, we’re not coming 
with all the answers,” explains Arpin-Ricci. “We want to live lives according to the 
words we’re called to preach and hope that will give our words authority when 
the time comes to share them.”                                                   –Patricia Paddey

Designed for conversation: students 
relax and chat at The Dusty Cover.

http://www.urbanpotential.ca
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of organizing a fundraising concert to 
benefit Invisible Children, an organiza-
tion that works to improve the lives of 
war-affected children in Uganda.

While Cameron’s concert plans were 
already in progress when she became a 
launchee, she is unequivocal about the 

No dream too big, no 
dream too small.” This 
motto is at the core of 

LAUNCH, a program designed 
to help young Canadian Christian 
leaders act on what God is calling 
them to do with their lives.

LAUNCH is the creation 
of its director, Carl Nash, and a 
program of Youth Unlimited (Tor-
onto Youth for Christ). Through 
his work as a youth pastor, Nash 
came to recognize that coaching 
and mentoring youth were where 
he came most alive in ministry. He 
saw the fit between his own gifts 
and a need to encourage and equip 
young Christian leaders.

LAUNCH matches teachable 
participants ages 14 to 22 called 
“launchees,” who possess a God-
given dream or idea, with trained 
volunteer coaches whose job is to 
inspire and mentor the next gen-
eration of leaders as they develop 
their dreams over a period of up 
to 12 months.

Interested youth complete a 
detailed application and a personal pro-
file assessment that helps them to evalu-
ate their current leadership strengths and 
areas for growth.

According to Nash “the primary in-
vestment of LAUNCH is into the growth 
of the young leader” and the intent is 

that participants will be involved in “ef-
fective kingdom leadership” one year 
after leaving the program. 

Jillian Cameron, a 17-year-old stu-
dent at Earl Haig Secondary School in 
Toronto, is a recent LAUNCH graduate. 
In May of 2008 she realized her dream 

LAUNCH Helps Young Leaders    
    Reach Kingdom Dreams

K i n g d o m  M a t t e r s

Jillian Cameron (right) and her coach, Monica Kay. In May, Cameron realized her dream of 
organizing a fundraising concert to benefit Invisible Children, an organization that works to 
improve the lives of war-affected children in Uganda.

Canadian executives, eager to respond to global needs and 
ready for rewarding adventures, are leaving their desks 
and spending vacations working on overseas projects. The 

Salvation Army in Canada has launched Executives on a Mission to 
build on this philanthropic trend. “We want to harness the talents 
and abilities of everyday Canadians who are looking to do some-
thing meaningful with their free time,” says Brian Burditt, director 
of world missions for The Salvation Army in Canada.

Participants in Executive on a Mission will use their skills to 
contribute to programs already established by The Salvation 
Army in Tanzania, Malawi and Kenya. Projects include things 
like outreach to HIV/AIDs orphans and vulnerable children, 
community gardening and women’s literacy that would benefit 
from input by experienced Canadian business people. 

Aine Curran, president and founder of Curran Events Media, 
a public relations firm based in Toronto, became the program’s 
first volunteer last February. Accompanied by a member of 
the Salvation Army’s missions department, Curran spent three 

Executives on a Mission

“
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weeks in Tanzania where she used her communication skills to 
make a documentary film about Executive on a Mission that 
will be shown to Canadian corporations. 

Maj. Gillian Brown is the primary facilitator for Executive 
on a Mission. “We can expose upper management to global 
issues and help them make connections with the developing 
world,” explains Brown. From her office at Salvation Army 
headquarters in Toronto, Brown assists participants with travel 
plans and links them with career missionaries overseas. It takes 
eight to 12 months to transfer a business person from a desk 

in Canada to an overseas site. 
For little more than the cost of a week at a resort, volunteers 

will spend several weeks donating their skills in poor countries. 
For now, participants cover their own expenses. As the program 
develops, Brown foresees corporate sponsors funding travel ex-
penses and contributing to projects. Asked if she would do it 
again, Curran said: “Yes. I believe this is a meaningful way to be 
hands on rather than sitting on the sidelines and hoping someone 
else will do the work. This is the privilege of a lifetime.”    

–Rose McCormick Brandon

value of the relationship with her coach, 
Monica Kay. “She provided stability 
and structure and helped me reflect on 
how I am as a leader,” says Cameron. 
“And it was cool to see how God was 
working in her life as well.” 

Cameron describes the concert it-
self: “Unbelievable! Over 500 people 
attended. Everything came together 
and the club owners said it was the 
most organized event. Our event raised 
over $10,000.”Cameron says she would 
recommend LAUNCH to other up-
and-coming Christian leaders. “Just do 
it. Just go for it. Don’t hesitate.” Visit 
www.321launch.ca.    

–Mary Lou Harrison

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
	 because he has anointed me
	 to proclaim good news 
		  to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim 
	 freedom for the prisoners 
	 and recovery of sight for 
		  the blind, 
to set the oppressed free . . . ” 

       – Luke 4:18

A “green” building made from straw bales, clay and other renewable re-
sources – clearly designed to have a low environmental impact – is having 
a big spiritual and social impact in Haliburton County, Ont. The innovative 

building houses a food bank and a thrift store run by a local Christian group.
The building itself, designed with energy and resource efficiency as priorities, 

was constructed in 2006 for $130,000 through the co-operation of the municipal-
ity, a local art school and a group called the Community Christian Concern Centre 
(4Cs) comprised of local churches. 

With hot-water heating on the roof to provide radiant floor heating and rain 
barrels collecting water for the gardens, the building has become a tourist attrac-
tion as visitors and builders are fascinated with the green concept.

But it is what happens inside the structure that really excites the members 
of the 4Cs. One-third of the building is used for food distribution to people 
in need in the community and the remainder is a thrift store called The Lily 
Ann. The thrift store and food bank are run by a volunteer board of directors 
from six local churches and helped by a group of 40 dedicated volunteers who 
sort donations and stock the shelves. “This is the only store I know of that has 
merchandise arriving daily – even two or three times a day!” remarked one 
enthusiastic customer recently.

Money raised from the sales in The Lily Ann enables the 4Cs to fund community 
projects, including school snack programs, but also things like medical and dental 
emergencies for those who frequent the shop. Recently, the 4Cs paid for a com-
munity member who couldn’t otherwise afford to visit a local optometrist. Claire 
Sylvan is a local citizen who has watched the impact of the 4Cs grow: “I am so 
grateful to live in this caring, compassionate community, and the 4Cs is a huge part 
of that caring.”                                                                                                 –Jan Cox

Green Project Brings Grace to Community

A “green” building in Haliburton County, Ont., has become a tourist attraction, 
a food distribution centre for local people in need and a thrift shop.

photo






: 

W
a

y
n

e 
J.

 C
o

x

http://www.321launch.ca


14 / September /  October 2008

T h e  G a t h e r i n g  P l a c e

T
he images of China broadcast during the recent 
Olympic Games were not the familiar ones. Gone 
were images of congested and often dirty markets 
teeming with people on bicycles and wearing drab 

grey clothing. These were replaced by state-of-the-art facilities, 
modern highways, pageantry, creativity and hospitality. We 
see Chinese tourists in fashionable clothes strolling peacefully 
through Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 

What we were witnessing was a coming-out party of the 
world’s most populous nation. China is flexing its economic 
potential and showing the world it can compete, not only 
in the Games of the West but also in all the areas the West 
deems important. One glaring exception is China’s record on 
religious freedom. 

China is a country where the church is dynamic and grow-
ing rapidly. While the registered churches claim between 10 
million and 15 million members, the unregistered house 
church movement has an estimated 60 million members (es-
timates range widely from 45 million to 80 million). By these 
estimates, Christians comprise around seven per cent of the 
population, and much of this growth has taken place in the 
past 40 years. Communist Chinese authorities who see religion 
as a threat are deeply concerned.  

But is the growing church a threat to the government? Chi-
nese churches insist they are not. The government-approved 
Protestant Three-Self Patriotic Movement (self-governing, 
self-supporting and self-propagating – a movement that 
emerged in the early 1950s and aims to be independent 
from foreign influence) and the Catholic Patriotic Asso-
ciation make it clear by their very names that they are not 
a threat to the authorities. Still, these registered churches 
face restrictions on what can be taught, and their pastors 
must be approved by the government. 

The unregistered house church movement has attempted 
to confirm that it is not politically reactionary. In one state-

China and the Church
B y  B r u c e  J .  C l e m e n g e r

Let’s vow to continue praying for China after the Olympics, 
especially for its government leaders and its Christians

ment, house church leaders expressed their support for the 
constitution of the People’s Republic of China and for the 
unity of the nation and its peoples. Their members are not 
political dissidents, nor are they a cult. They seek to assure 
the government they are not a threat.   

House church leaders are advocates for religious freedom. 
Their refusal to register is for religious reasons. They believe the 
regulations imposed by the government on registered churches 
are contrary to the principles of Scripture. They do not believe 
it is for the state to determine the location, the pastor and the 
district in which a church can function. Contrary to govern-
ment policy, they do not believe the state should determine ap-
propriate doctrine. And they believe they should be permitted 
to preach to those under 18, pray for the sick, heal, cast out 
demons and be in fellowship with believers overseas.  

These believers plead for the government to understand 
the nature and purpose of their faith, to affirm religious free-
dom and to stop the persecution. They have reminded the 
governing authorities that, wherever there are more believers, 
societies are more stable and peaceful.  

They also affirm, and call on the government to recognize, 
the power of God and the ultimate authority of God’s will 
in the lives of people and in the life of a nation. This was the 
message of Jesus to Pilate. Governments have no authority 
apart from God, who alone is 
sovereign. 

What can we do? Continue 
to pray that Christians in China 
will have courage, wisdom and 
discernment. Continue to press 
for religious freedom and the end 
of religious persecution in China. 
Continue to work out in Canada 
what a healthy relationship between church and state can look 
like – for showing the various benefits of a thriving church and 
its contribution to the society in which it ministers will help 
China. Above all, continue to proclaim (with all believers) the 
sovereignty of God to governments and institutions that may 
claim or presume ultimate authority in our lives. 

Bruce J. Clemenger is the president of The Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Canada. Read more columns at www.evangelical 
fellowship.ca/clemenger.

Together for influence, impact and identity 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of 
Evangelicals, gathered together for influence, impact and identity in ministry 
and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has provided a national forum for 
Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical principles in life and society. 
Visit us at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca.

Recommended Reading
•	Broken Promises, EFC Religious 

Liberty Commission (www.
evangelicalfellowship.ca/
chinareport.asp)

•	Jesus in Beijing: How Christianity 
Is Changing the Global Balance 
of Power, David Aikman 
(Regnery, 2003)

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clemenger
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/chinareport.asp
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/chinareport.asp
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/chinareport.asp
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clemenger
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1596980257/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1596980257/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1596980257/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
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Aboriginal Council Responds to 
Government Apology
Ray Aldred, chair of the EFC’s Aboriginal Ministries 
Council, published a reply to the government’s Apology 
to Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples. Aldred says, “The Church 
has been a part of the problem in the past but now it is 
going to continue to be a vital part of the solution.” EFC 
president Bruce J. Clemenger also wrote a 
letter to the prime minister thanking him 
for the historic June 11 apology. Both texts 
are available online.

The EFC will contribute to the upcom-
ing Truth and Reconciliation Commission. This commis-
sion will be hearing from survivors of aboriginal residential 
schools. Dean Shingoose, a member of the EFC Aboriginal 
Ministries Council, will serve on the commission’s advisory 
roundtable. 

How Are Evangelicals Perceived?
Read new analysis about how evangelical beliefs and prac-
tices are viewed by other Canadians, an interview with re-
ligion journalist Doug Todd, an interview with theologian 
David Guretzki on environmentalism, and more in the latest 
issue of Church & Faith Trends, a free online publication 
from the EFC’s Centre for Research on Canadian Evangel-
icalism. (Shortcut: www.churchandfaithtrends.ca.)

Christian Horizons Intervention
The EFC will be filing for intervener status in the appeal of 
the decision in Heintz v Christian Horizons. This Ontario 
Human Rights Tribunal decision could prevent Christian 
ministries that serve non-Christians from exclusively hiring 
Christian staff. The tribunal decision is held in abeyance 
while the case is being appealed.

Religious Freedom at Supreme Court
The EFC will be intervening before the Supreme Court of 
Canada on October 7 in a case involving the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms and a Christian farm colony of Hut-
terian Brethren. The EFC will be presenting arguments to 
assist the court in defining religious freedom of a group as 
distinct from the freedom of an individual. 

Freedom in China
On June 10 the EFC’s Religious Liberty Commission re-
leased Broken Promises: The Protestant Experience with 
Religious Freedom in China in Advance of the 2008 Beijing 
Olympic Games. The EFC also sent a letter to the minister 
of foreign affairs and secretary of state of foreign affairs 
requesting they continue to advocate for freedom of religion 
while in China representing the Canadian government at the 
opening ceremonies of the Beijing Olympics. 

Morgentaler Appointment
Dr. Henry Morgentaler has been named to the Order of Canada 
but has not yet received the award. Those who wish to express 
comment are encouraged to read an EFC statement on the 
issue and direct their correspondence to the Governor General 
with copies to the prime minister and their MP. More details, 
including addresses and writing guidelines, are available on the 

EFC Social Issues webpage.

Magazine Wins
Faith Today won eight awards at this 
spring’s Canadian Church Press Awards. 

Winners included Ben Volman’s “From Newsman to Lieu-
tenant-Governor” and Mark Buchanan’s “Sabbath in the 
Summertime.” Details at www.canadianchurchpress.com.

Faith Today’s July/August issue reported on a different 
awards competition, held by The Word Guild, but neglected 
to mention additional wins there by Volman and Buchanan. 
Details at www.thewordguild.com.

All regular readers of Faith Today are invited to complete 
an online survey this month at www.faithtoday.ca to help 
us continue to serve you. As thanks, you will receive a free 
gift subscription to give away.

Pray for Persecuted Church
Free toolkits for the 2008 International Day of Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church (IDOP) can now be ordered at www.idop.
ca. On a designated Sunday each November, Canadians join 
Christians in more than 130 countries to stand in prayer with 
our suffering Christian sisters and brothers around the world. 
Learn more, including how you can take part, at www.idop.
ca. The EFC is an international partner of IDOP.

E F C  N e w s

EFC Seminars
Details at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/EFCevents or call 
905-479-5885

•  EFC Intercultural Symposiums. An opportunity for lead-
ers to come together in six Canadian cities to learn and share 
ideas on how to engage more effectively within Canada’s 
multicultural reality. The EFC’s David A. Macfarlane and B.C. 
pastor Rev. Dr. Sam Owusu will present solutions, point to 
models and share ideas. Register today. Ottawa, Sept. 16; 
Toronto, Sept. 17; Winnipeg, Sept. 18; Edmonton, Sept. 19; 
Vancouver, Sept. 22; Calgary, Sept. 25.
•  EFC Christian Leaders Connection. New season of one-
day leadership seminars on current Canadian trends, legisla-
tion and events that will affect the local congregation. Prince 
George, Sept. 30; Kelowna, Oct. 2; Kanata, Nov. 12; and Pe-
terborough, Nov. 13.
•  Four presentations from last season’s Christian Lead-
ers Connection (by EFC leaders Bruce J. Clemenger, Don 
Hutchinson and David A. Macfarlane) were recorded and will 
be available this fall on CD or DVD format. A great resource 
for church leaders. 

For more on these and 
other stories visit

www.evangelicalfellowship.ca

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.churchandfaithtrends.ca
http://www.canadianchurchpress.com
http://www.thewordguild.com
http://www.faithtoday.ca
http://www.idop.ca
http://www.idop.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/EFCevents
http://www.idop.ca
http://www.idop.ca
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N e w s  B e a t

Despite causing the worst nat-
ural disaster in the history of 
Myanmar, this spring’s Cy-
clone Nargis was a blessing in 

disguise, says Saw Winning of Thunder 
Bay, Ont.

Winning is a refugee who escaped 
Myanmar, also known as Burma, in 
1988 during the pro-democratic up-
rising. Winning’s ethnic group, one of 
eight indigenous groups in the country, 
is called the Karens.

“When the Burmese dictator didn’t 
allow the international community to 
help [after the cyclone], the world real-
ized how terrible and cruel this military 
dictatorship is,” says Winning, who 
works with his wife, Naw Irene, at a 
hotel. “For the international community, 
Burma is now on the map.”

Political protests by Buddhist monks 
in September 2007 also drew world 
attention and, in October, the World 
Evangelical Alliance called on the inter-
national community to push for an end 
to the war crimes and gross injustices.

Myanmar has suffered civil war 
for the past 50 years, but the plight of 
groups like the Karens is not widely 
known in the rest of the world. The 
governing military dictatorship keeps 
tight control on information.

Saw Winning and Naw Irene are not 
the only Burmese people in the Thun-
der Bay area. Up to 60 other Karen im-
migrants worship together there every 
Sunday. 

Wah Lay Ray and his wife, Daisy, 
moved to Thunder Bay in 2003 
through Sleeping Giant Refugee Spon-
soring Group. Living under military 
oppression in Myanmar meant that 
“we spent most of life as internally dis-
placed people,” he says. “In the Karen 
state, life was very miserable.”

Both Winning and Ray were raised 
in Christian homes but were unable to 
practise their beliefs for fear of the Bud-
dhist regime.

Both men, whose relatives remain in 
Burma, were attending the Karen Bap-

tist Convention in Thailand during the 
cyclone May 2. Ray later visited Myan-
mar, witnessing the “extreme poverty, 
pain and calamity that the Karen people 
are going through.”

Despite all this, they trust God. 
“The Karen people will not always be 
scattered all over the world,” says Win-
ning. “Like Israel we will get our coun-
try back.”               –Emily Wierenga

Rehearsing for Heaven Again

A n evening worship event that 
drew more than 16,000 Chris-
tians last year in Toronto will 

be held again this November. Represen-
tatives “from every nation” will gather 
once again for a time of song and dance 
and Scripture in preparation for Christ’s 
return, say organizers of Heaven’s Re-
hearsal (www.heavensrehearsal.com).

“The vision of Heaven’s Rehearsal 
is simply this: followers of Jesus from 
every nation, tribe, people and lan-
guage in one place, worshipping Jesus, 
the King of kings and Ruler of the na-
tions, as found in the book of Revela-
tion 7:9,” explains Kathy Mainse. She 
and Reynold Mainse, co-hosts of the 
Christian TV show 100 Huntley Street, 

envisioned the event and help organize 
and promote it. 

Last year believers from 127 nations 
united in song and dance and hearing 
Scripture read at Toronto’s Air Canada 
Centre. Even more are expected this year 
on Nov. 1 at the Rogers Centre (formerly 
the SkyDome).

Through such gatherings, the 
Mainses hope to help Canada fulfil its 
role as a “healer of the nations” and to 
demonstrate that all nations and gen-
erations can come together as family in 
Jesus.

“As in heaven, there will be no 
preacher or featured singing group – the 
honour alone will be given to God,” 
says Reynold Mainse. “We don’t want 
people attending because they love a cer-
tain singer; we want them there because 
they love Jesus. That’s why it was such 
a huge success last year. If we’d had one 
particular band we’d have gotten one 
particular kind of people but, because 
everyone loves Jesus, we got people from 
all nations and all ages there to worship 
the Lord. It was like a family reunion.”

The Mainses are seeking churches to 
pray for the event, offer financial sup-
port and help represent the nations at 
this year’s celebration. 

–Emily Wierenga 

Disaster Put Myanmar on Map

Christian Bookstore Chain Closes

Christian Publications is closing up shop while the going’s still good.
Faced with skyrocketing lease rates and a dramatically changing marketplace, 

the four-store retail chain has chosen to go out on a positive note. The chain, with 
roots in the Christian and Missionary Alliance, was headquartered in Calgary.

“We can choose to exit honourably,” says general manager Larry Thiessen. “Let’s 
celebrate three decades of good work, celebrate our staff, honour our vendors and go 
out saying it’s been a great time rather than risk being forced to the sidelines.”

In the past five years, Christian retailers across Canada have been struggling to stay 
afloat. Once the only provider of Christian books, music and curriculum, they are now 
being undercut by national bookstore chains, big-box department stores, wholesale 
clubs and the advent of convenient and affordable online shopping. Digital download-
ing also took out much of the Christian music market. 

It wasn’t long before the final death knell came in the fall of 2007. Once the 
Canadian dollar reached parity with the U.S. greenback, stores were forced to sell 
their older inventory for close to cost. Furthermore, churches like Willow Creek have 
begun providing exclusive sales for their products. 

As a result, “In one fall quarter every single major church account we had 
evaporated,” Thiessen says.

Another chain, Blessings Christian Marketplace, had to close 19 of its 23 stores 
across Canada to survive.                                                                                      –Doris Fleck

http://www.heavensrehearsal.com
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You could say Cai Zhouhua worked tirelessly for 
the Olympic movement. The 12- to 14-hour days 
he once spent manufacturing sports equipment for 
the Summer Games in Beijing, however, do not ex-

actly fall within the lofty parameters of fair play and eth-
ics espoused by the Olympic charter. According to The 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC), three years ago 
Cai – then leader of six house churches in China’s capital 

– was charged with illegally trafficking in Bibles that were 
not state manufactured. As a result, when Chinese citizens 
scrambled to set a stage for the world, Cai had no choice 
but to become part of the team.

Every four years, a different country is exposed to a 
litmus test of global proportions. And China, a country 
that takes enormous pride in its international reputation, 
posed no shortage of ethical dilemmas to make visiting 

Freedom  and Sacrifice

As eyes around the world turned to China for the Olympics this summer, experts try 
to explain the bizarre mixed situation of the country’s Christians      B y  J e f f  D e w s b u r y
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democratic nations squeamish this summer.  Religious 
freedoms topped the list for many observers. Cases like 
Cai’s – which was documented along with a number of 
others by EFC’s Religious Liberty Commission in its re-
cent report Broken Promises: The Protestant Experience 
with Religious Freedom in China in Advance of the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games – prove that at least some forms 
of Christianity feel the government’s heavy hand.

“The Olympics are providing Christians with a strate-
gic opportunity to focus attention on the Protestant house 
church movement,” says the EFC’s Jocelyn Durston, one 
of the authors of the report. 

Pastors in China estimate there are more than 60 
million Christians in the country – 16 million members 
of state churches and 45 million to 48 million in under-
ground house churches. 

The house church movement began during the 1950s 
and China’s cultural revolution. By all accounts it con-
tinues to grow despite – or perhaps because of – govern-
ment persecution. The China for Christ house church, 
for instance, estimates it has 10 million members. To put 
things into perspective, this is roughly the entire popula-
tion of Ontario. 

Durston says the Chinese government launched a 
public relations campaign emphasizing personal freedoms 
in the lead-up to the Olympics while, at the same time, 
strategically targeting Christian leaders and missionaries 
“under the radar.” 

“As much as possible we recommend dialoguing dip-
lomatically about the religious freedom issues,” she ex-
plains on the line from Ottawa. “But we promote caution 
about statements from the Chinese government. Experi-
ence shows us that, despite public promises, their actions 
behind closed doors are often opposite.”

In bidding for the Olympics, senior officials from the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) made statements about 
using the Games as an opportunity to develop democratic 
principles and, in vague terms, spouted the rhetoric they 
hoped free nations wanted to hear. Yet, once it won the 
privilege of hosting the Games, China revoked the visas of 
Christian missionaries. Though mass arrests have decreased, 
China has continued to target house church leaders and 
those close to them in order to intimidate their congregants. 
There’s also the spectre of Tibet on which the CPC, despite 
international condemnation, has refused to capitulate.

According to the EFC report, a secret document en-
titled Notice on Further Strengthening Marxist Atheism 
Research, Propaganda and Education was circulated in 
2004. The document referred to Christianity and other re-
ligions as “superstitions” and accused them of being “the 
new trend of western hostile forces’ attempt to westernize 

Freedom  and Sacrifice
Chinese Christians 
Thriving and Persecuted
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A Chinese house church, assisted by Intercede International, 
worships God in a simple setting. Thanks to the Olympics, 
Christians have a strategic opportunity to focus attention on 
the Protestant house church movenent.

B y  J e f f  D e w s b u r y

http://www.intercedenow.ca
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and disintegrate China in the name of religion.”
Surprisingly, despite China’s fervour to polish its image 

to the world, even visiting nations had parameters placed on 
their religious freedoms during the Olympics. Athletes and 
their support staff were permitted to bring only one Bible per 
person into the country and chaplains were provided by the 
CPC’s state church program only. Foreign clergy were not 
permitted to travel as chaplains with their country’s athletes 
(despite this being a long-standing Olympic practice).

David Wells of Delta, B.C., has been an official Olym-
pic chaplain at two previous Games – Athens and Torino. 
Although he says it is “unusual to go without the interna-
tional component of the chaplaincy program,” he says it 

is within the Chinese government’s prerogative to do so. 
“They have the freedom to do the chaplaincy program as 
they have . . . they are the hosts,” he told Faith Today. But 
Wells also laments that some of the finer points of the job 
description may have been lost in translation. “To serve the 
athletes effectively, sensitivity to their language and experi-
ence in the realm of international sports is important for a 
chaplain to have.” During the Games, chaplains from the 
five major world religions are traditionally called upon to 
help athletes, support staff, officials and volunteers with ev-
erything from bereavement to issues of emotional health.

Even though there are many documented cases of per-
secution, the political climate in China still makes room for 
forms of Christianity that fall outside the realm of the regis-
tered state church. The growth in this area has been linked 
by some to the over-the-top growth in the country’s economy 
and the need for a moral foundation to anchor the prosperity 
and productivity that have come by embracing capitalism. 

In fact, several wealthy Chinese businessmen have 
become Christians and allowed their lives to be pro-
filed openly in the Wall Street Journal (“In Search of  . . . 
Something,” April 8, 2008). Zhao Xiao, a well-respected 
economist featured in the piece, has connections to Trinity 
Western University (TWU), a Christian university of 3,500 
students in Langley, B.C.

Don Page, professor of leadership at TWU, travelled 
to China last November to meet with CEOs and business 
leaders as well as to speak to students at the state university 
in Tianjin. Page was there to do what, not long ago, seemed 
unthinkable. He was invited to discuss how Christ-centred 
lives form the strongest possible moral base for leadership 
and business practices.

“I spent two hours teaching students in a state univer-
sity about Jesus Christ, the greatest leader of all time,” says 
Page. “I had the privilege of holding Him up as the greatest 
example we have of  leadership . . . and I’m sure there would 
have been a party official in the audience.”

The links between business and Christianity are very 
strong in some corners of the mammoth country. Page refers 
to some 400 Motorola churches he learned about on his 
visit, where business people and factory workers worship 
and pray together. The same corporation church model is 
being adopted by many other companies from pharmaceut-
ical manufacturers to makers of air conditioners.

The canyon-like gap between the way different groups 
of Christians are treated in China is a paradox with no clear 
solution. The social and political complexities make it hard 
to draw any general conclusions about fairness and justice. 

Rev. William Wong, a member of the Toronto Chinese 
Evangelical Ministerial, notes that “Christians have a long 
history of not making trouble with the government” in 

Christianity in China
A capsule history from the EFC report Broken Promises

Until the end of the Second Opium War in 1860, Christi-
anity spread primarily among the coastal cities that were 
open to foreign trade. However, after the defeat of the 

Qing Dynasty, the British enforced the Treaty of Tianjin on the 
Chinese government, which gave foreign missionaries the right 
to move freely in China. As a result, Chinese culture began to 
generally associate Christianity with western domination.

The Boxer Rebellion at the turn of the 20th century marked a 
turning point in Chinese Protestant history. After the ancient re-
gime was defeated by the “modern” nations, the Chinese govern-
ment realized reform was needed if China was going to survive 
among the western forces. Christianity therefore enjoyed a time of 
proliferation as it was associated with the progressive driving force 
of the West. However, this growth was severely restricted by the 
emergence of communism in 1919.

When Mao Zedong and the Communist party gained power 
in 1949, foreign missionaries were expelled from the country 
and anti-Christian sentiments were promoted. [State-sanctioned 
churches arose in 1954.] The Three-Self Patriotic Movement 
(TSPM) churches were governed by Religious Affairs Bureaus, 
which imposed intensive restrictions on the religious activities 
of the Chinese people. These controls were further emphasized 
from 1966 to 1976 during the Cultural Revolution when even 
the TSPM churches experienced persecution.

It was at this time that the underground house church move-
ment began. A Chinese house church is normally comprised of a 
small group of Christians who secretly meet in private residences 
or other buildings to practise their Christianity without being 
subject to the rule of the Communist party. The meetings are led 
by a spiritual leader or pastor who acts as a mentor to the church 
group. There are some networks of house churches that have 
grown to large numbers such as the China for Christ Church 
with an estimated 10 million members. n

The EFC report, Broken Promises, is available at www.evangelicalfellowship.
ca/chinareport.asp.

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/chinareport.asp
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/chinareport.asp
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China. Believers who take an interpersonal approach to 
evangelism and who don’t publicly offend the authorities 
are the most effective in today’s climate, says Wong. To 
underscore that conviction, the pastor – who estimates as 
many as 10 per cent of his church’s members travel continu-
ously between Canada, China and Hong Kong – requested 
that the specific mission activities his congregants partic-
ipate in not be part of this article. 

“Sometimes we have to be shrewd as snakes but inno-
cent like doves, as the Scriptures say,” Wong chuckles. “You 
have to play by the rules.” Wong also sees the trend of Chi-
nese young people becoming highly educated in Canada, 
then returning to China as a key element in the slow shift 
in the foundational belief systems there.

Paul Marshall, a member of the Hudson Institute, a 

Washington, D.C., think-
tank, and author of Reli-
gious Freedom in the World, 
recently made similar state-
ments in the National Post, 
noting that Christianity is be-
coming particularly popular 
among Chinese intellectuals. 
He also noted that China is 
so large and complex it is dif-
ficult to get a clear measure 
of any one trend.

Many Chinese Christians 
living in China and here in 
Canada view the Olympics 
as an opportunity to affect 
change from within. They 
regard public condemnation 
of the government as an inef-
fective way to approach the 
issue of religious freedom. 

Though the report Dur-
ston co-wrote makes some 
strong statements about the 
way Christians worship-
ping in house churches were 
treated in the lead-up to the 
Games, she commended 
ongoing dialogue. “Even 
though persecution has got-
ten worse since China’s suc-
cessful Olympic bid, we don’t 
support a boycott,” she says. 
“We prefer to use the Games 
as a focal point.”

While Cai Zhouhua (and 
many others with similar convictions) served his time for 
illegally trafficking in Bibles, the Bible Society (a Brit-
ish ministry) recently printed 50,000 Gospel booklets 
(Mathew, Mark, Luke and John) – all sporting the Olym-
pic logo courtesy of the International Olympic Committee 
– at the Amity Printing Press in Nanjing, China. According 
to the society, more than 50 million Bibles have rolled off 
those same presses. 

So in a country where Christianity is both thriving and 
being persecuted and where a local individual can’t distribute 
Bibles but a foreign organization can, the growth of Chris-
tianity is more like a marathon winding its way through 
unpredictable streets than a straight 100-metre dash.  

Jeff Dewsbury is a freelance writer in Langley, B.C.

Clockwise from top:  A house church meets for worship; the Chinese government forced house 
church pastor Cai Zhouhua to work 12- to 14-hour days manufacturing sports equipment for the 
Summer Games in Beijing; in prayer, a pastor leads two young women to accept Jesus.
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W
hen students clamour off the 
buses to enter Salmon Arm 
Secondary School, vice-
principal Shane Coutlee is 

holding the door open to greet them. 
Back when he first started this 8 a.m. 

ritual, students at the public school north 
of Kelowna, B.C., were wary. But persis-
tence paid off and, now, two years later, 
students are initiating conversations 
with him. 

“I think this is one step toward hu-
manitarianism within the school,” he 
says. 

Coutlee originally wanted to be a 
lawyer to defend other aboriginals. Later 
he decided education would be a better 
field because he could “put lawyers out 
of business” by influencing students be-
fore they took the wrong path. 

That’s exactly what Steve Sider at 
Redeemer University College believes 
Christian principals in the public system 
can achieve. Sider is director of teacher 
education at Redeemer in Ancaster, 
Ont., overseeing a program that certifies 

teachers to work in public and Christian 
schools.

In a culture that tilts toward negativ-
ity, says Sider, Christian principals can be 
“agents of hope.” 

Hope for a Godly Culture
If you scan newspaper headlines about 
schools, “hope” isn’t the first word that 
comes to mind. God was shoved aside 
and replaced by a secular world view 
in most public school boards many 
years ago, it seems. Canadians often 
hear school-related stories about family 
breakdown, rising levels of learning dis-
abilities and the negative aspects of the 
Internet. 

It’s easy to believe today’s schools are 
very dark places. But when Faith Today 
interviewed Christian principals from 
public schools across the nation, that is 
not the picture they painted. 

Trevor Connor, former principal of 
Hammond Elementary School near Ab-
botsford, B.C., emphatically says, “I’m 
not a sky-is-falling kind of person when 

it comes to public schools.” Talking 
openly about Christ may be off limits 
for a principal at work, he explains, but 
“if you’re comfortable with what you 
believe, it pervades all that you do.” 

Steve Sider believes Christian educa-
tional leaders in the public system have 
tremendous opportunities because tra-
ditional Christian principles and today’s 
educational goals intersect in the areas 
of justice and mercy. 

“Anti-bullying, restorative justice, 
issues of inclusion – these are all edu-
cational focus areas today,” says Sider. 
“These are also Christian issues. Christ 
modelled how we interact with those on 
the margins. We should be leading, being 
proactive, not reactive.”

School Principals 
Can Be 

Agents of 
Hope

Many Christians who work in the public 
school system believe God has called 
them there and equips them for their job
By Sheila Wray Gregoire
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It’s that idea of serving those on the 
margins that drew Paul Carew, principal 
of Legacy Public School in Markham, 
Ont., to the public system. In the Chris-
tian school system where he used to 
teach, principals can choose not to enrol 
students with behavioural or intellectual 
challenges. (Christian schools in most 
Canadian provinces receive partial or no 
government funding and operate some-
what independently.) The public system, 
though, must serve even the marginal-
ized, something that appeals to Carew’s 
Salvation Army background. 

Humberwood Downs Public School 

in northwestern Toronto is another 
school leading the charge to promote 
justice and mercy, with principal Bever-
ley Muir at the helm. Named one of 40 
“Schools on the Move” by the Ontario 
government’s Ministry of Education, 
Humberwood has achieved three con-
secutive years of increasing test scores. 

These achievements are largely 
due, Muir believes, to the changes she 
brought to the culture of the school. She 
instituted mandatory uniforms and has 
launched single-gender classrooms for 
junior high. 

Since these changes, suspensions 

have dropped. 
Muir has also 

championed a focus 
on character educa-
tion. Each month, 
she selects a charac-
ter trait to promote, 
such as perseverance 

or forgiveness. Addressing such virtues 
sometimes includes quotations from re-
ligious texts including the Bible. 

These character trait lessons are 
common among all the principals Faith 
Today interviewed.

Jill Horsman has acted as principal 
in two small aboriginal schools in British 
Columbia. At Tsi Deldel, a school of 50 
students from kindergarten to Grade 10, 
she invited community leaders to a pot-
luck dinner to brainstorm about what 
virtues they wanted her to promote to 
their children. Engaging the community 
in this way made its leaders her allies. 
Local businesses agreed to redeem cou-
pons students could earn at school by 
displaying the virtues. The whole com-

Beverley Muir, principal of Humberwood Downs Public School in Toronto, focuses on 
character education. Each month she selects a character trait to promote, such as perse-
verance or forgiveness. This allows her to quote from the Bible and other religious texts. 
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munity was engaged in promoting the 
very values Jesus lived out.

Hope to Withstand Attacks
While character education can be used 
in these positive ways, Focus on the 
Family Canada has warned it can also 
bring with it questionable teaching 

about sexuality. In 2004, Pinecrest El-
ementary School in rural southeastern 
Ontario hosted homosexual activitists 
as part of an anti-bullying campaign. 
Pamphlets they carried invited students 
as young as 11 to a homosexual youth 
group, even without parental know-
ledge. Although everyone presumably 

agrees bullying should be op-
posed and prevented, some 
parents worry that such youth 
groups may teach sexual val-
ues they oppose.

Karl Boehmer, who served 
as principal in a northern Brit-
ish Columbia school, recalls 
another instance when a com-
munity health nurse conducted 
a sexual health workshop for 
students Grade 5 and above. 
Questions from the students 
became very explicit, involv-
ing issues of technique rather 
than health. Such incidents are 
becoming more common as 
provinces attempt to redefine 
family and sexuality, and envi-
sion schools leading the way. 

But most of the principals 
Faith Today interviewed have 
no major objections. Trevor 
Connor in Abbotsford agrees 
the curriculum could be hi-
jacked by secular teachers to 
argue against traditional Chris-
tian teaching on sexuality but 
he says nothing inherent in the 
curriculum demands that it be 
taught that way. It seems that 
when Christian principals lead, 
fears about misguided sexual-
ity teaching haven’t material-
ized.

Antagonism from other 
educational professionals oc-
casionally becomes an issue 
for some. Connor relates an 
experience of a principal who 
was raising money for wells 
in Africa through a Christian 

organization. The principal 
presented the project at the 
school district conference 
but the teachers union dis-
tributed a communication 
to its members warning 
against contributing to the 
cause because of its Chris-
tian nature. 

Karl Boehmer from 
northern British Colum-
bia left the public system 
and entered the Christian 
school system after endur-
ing six years of antagonism 
from several staff members 
who wanted to remove 
God from the national an-
them and Christmas from 
the calendar.

“People might think 
public schools are value-
free” and tolerant of all 
faiths, but they’re not, says 
Boehmer. He now presides 
over Penticton Christian 
School where “you are 
free to lead children closer 
to God and not just try to make them 
behave well.”

Hope in Jesus
All the other principals Faith Today 
talked with have no desire to leave the 
public system. Some do find it frustrating 
that they can’t share their faith openly, 
but they rejoice in the more subtle op-
portunities they still have to introduce 
Jesus. Wander the hallways at Paul 
Carew’s school at Christmas and you’ll 
see display cases with representations of 
the Nativity alongside those of Hanuk-
kah and Ramadan. 

“I would rather see them all there 
than none of them,” says Carew.

Beverley Muir takes a similar ap-
proach. “There is nothing in the edu-
cation act or in the union’s collective 
agreements that says we aren’t to hon-
our all faiths,” she states. About 86 per 

1.	Be proactive. Before any issue arises, build 
a relationship with school staff. Ask what your child 
will be studying this year and how you can help at 
home. Then make sure your child completes his or 
her work.

2.	Volunteer. Help out in the classroom, the 
library or on the playground. Attend field trips or 
recruit another relative to go in your place. And be 
prepared to fundraise! It’s a job everyone hates but, 
if you jump in, you’ll earn the principal’s gratitude. 

3.	S ay thank you. Send encouraging notes to 
teachers and principals whenever it’s appropriate. And 
express gratitude at every opportunity, even if you are 
frequently aggravated by how the school operates.

4.	 Pray. If the principal or teachers are Christians, 
tell them they are in your prayers. Trevor Connor rel-
ishes opportunities he has, even if only five or six times 
a year, to pray fervently with parents for the students 
of his school. 

5.	Respect public school mandates. 
If the principal is a Christian, don’t expect the impos-
sible. Paul Carew says, “We have an obligation to con-
sider the fact that we are a diverse community and to 
respect different faiths and their beliefs.” Remember, 
it is not a Christian school even if some of the staff are 
Christian.

6.	 Model servanthood and love. If you 
have an issue with curriculum, approach with gentle-
ness and love. Don’t try to convince the staff why they 
are wrong. Paul Carew has witnessed some evangelical 
parents berating a principal over a curriculum choice, 
and it left the principal with very negative attitudes 
toward Christians. The vast majority of principals are 
increasingly open to hearing from parents. Carew 
says principals are finding that Muslim parents are 
often stricter than Christians on many issues. What-
ever the issue, parents will be heard best if they pres-
ent themselves respectfully.                              –SWG

Building a Fruitful Relationship 
with Your Child’s School
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cent of her Toronto student body is East 
Indian, with the rest mostly of African 
heritage. Yet every year she or a student 
tells the stories of Christmas, Easter and 
Passover along with Ramadan, Diwali 
and Holi, the East Indian festival of 
spring over the public address system. 
“They’re all acknowledged. They’re all 
affirmed. They’re all included.” 

Jill Horsman finds some of the most 
meaningful times to share her faith in 
Christ occur with parents. Especially 
when talking with parents of special-
needs children, the conversations often 
become dominated by issues and chal-
lenges too huge to handle. If the parents 
feel comfortable, she offers to include 
their children in her prayers.

Horsman also reaches out to her 
staff, developing such close relationships 

that she and her husband led a language 
instructor to become a Christian. That 
teacher now leads the school in an ecu-
menical prayer each morning. Though 
Horsman is not aboriginal herself, she 
has immersed herself in the community. 
And as the community has felt accepted, 
so they also have embraced the children’s 
Bible clubs that she and her husband host 
at their home. 

Not all Christians admire these 
principals’ dedication to the public sys-
tem. Christian colleagues have exhorted 
Muir to “come out” of the system be-
cause they claim it doesn’t honour God. 
She vehemently disagrees. “This is not 
a job for me, nor is it a profession – it’s 
a godly calling.” Just last year she was 
asked by a group of Muslim women to 
present the 10 most significant things 

about the Christian faith. “Where else 
would I get such a wonderful opportun-
ity?” she asks. 

Muir sees herself as “a woman of 
hope and an educator of hope.” Steve 
Sider of Redeemer University College 
would agree. All of these principals are 
the bulwarks protecting students from 
the secularism of our age and provid-
ing an alternative message of hope. And 
they give Canadian Evangelicals hope 
that the next generation will be touched 
by Christ – if more follow their call into 
the public education sector. 

Sheila Wray Gregoire is a parenting col-
umnist, a conference speaker and the au-
thor of four books. You can find her at 
www.SheilaWrayGregoire.com.

From left: Steve Sider says Christian principals can be “agents of hope”; Jill Horsman finds some of the most meaningful 
times to share her faith in Christ occur with parents; Shane Coutlee tries to influence students before they take the wrong path.

http://www.SheilaWrayGregoire.com
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Who Is My 
Neighbour?

Churches often want to under-
stand their communities better 
but don’t know where to begin. 
A new resource exists for ex-

actly this reason: to help churches con-
duct and interpret community research. 

The Community Research Guide is 
a “book of options,” according to its au-
thor James Watson. “It helps the leaders 
of a church build their own process to 
understand their community.”

The guide was produced by The 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada in 
partnership with Outreach Canada.

“Churches are asking how to be the 
church in a particular community,” says 
Watson, who works for Outreach Can-
ada in Waterloo, Ont. “This guide will 
help people open their eyes. It helps give 
passion and compassion for a church’s 
community.”

Reasons to Research
Community research is a relatively new 
practice for churches. Pastors are trained 
to exegete Scripture but have not always 

been taught how to exegete their com-
munity. As Canada has changed, com-
munity research is becoming an increas-
ingly important skill for pastors and 
churches.

Lorne Hunter of Delta, B.C., is direc-
tor of research for Outreach Canada, a 
ministry that helps to empower, equip 
and extend the Church in Canada. Years 
ago, he says, “when churches began, 
there were more people coming to the 
church. It used to be that if you built a 
church people would come.”

Today, things have changed. “More 
and more people are not coming to 
church. For the most part, you have to 
make a connection with people for them 
to want to come to church.”

Often, says Hunter, “urban areas 
have changed drastically. Sometimes a 
community has changed but the church 
hasn’t. Many of these churches now un-
derstand the need to get to know the 
community.”

James Watson agrees. “Our social 
contexts in Canada have become in-

creasingly diverse. Learn-
ing some skills in exegeting 
our community has become 
more important. Ways of life 
are changing. It’s much more 
important to be intentional. 
We can’t assume things.”

Research is important 
even in areas where there 
does not appear to have 
been any significant change. 

It’s not only for areas where new 
houses are being built or where 
there has been an influx of im-
migrants.

“It’s easy to get into our own 
little group and not even realize 
whom the church is missing,” 
says Watson. “There are also 
cross-cultural issues that are easy 
to miss. Community research 
helps churches look at the differ-
ence between who they are and 
who the community is.”

New churches usually in-
clude community research as 
they plan their launch. But com-
munity research is not only a 
tool for new churches. “Many 
established churches are trying 
to be sensitive to what the com-
munity is like,” says Watson. 
“They want to be relevant and 
make sense. They’re asking how 
to be the church in that particu-
lar community.”

Watson says the most impor-
tant reason for doing research is 
obedience. “It’s what Jesus says 
about loving our neighbours. 
Getting to know our neighbours 
is an important part of growing to love 
them. It can stir up missional initiatives 
within the community.”

The Process
The place to begin is not with piles of 
information but with prayer. “Pray-

A new research guide can assist congregations in understanding their 
neighbourhoods and shaping their ministries accordingly         By Darryl Dash

Getting the Guide
The new Community Research 
Guide is available at $19.95 for 
an electronic copy (CD-ROM 
or download) and $29.95 for a 
printed edition from The Evan-
gelical Fellowship of Canada 
(www.evangelicalfellowship.
ca) and Outreach Canada 

(http://outreach.ca). n

http://outreach.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
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ing is the best first step,” says Watson. 
“Don’t make it a sociological thing; 
make it a God thing. Invite the Holy 
Spirit to guide and to make you aware 
of the people around you.”

After committing the process to 
God, churches should then take time 

to decide what type of information they 
need. “Look at the options and be dis-
cerning. Decide what type of informa-
tion you want to gather, what kinds of 
things you need to learn. You need to 
think about interpretation before col-
lecting data. This helps you decide what 

you’ll do with all the information.”
Once a church has prayed and dis-

cerned the type of information needed, 
members can begin to collect informa-
tion. Watson says there are many op-
tions to choose from. “We can learn 
from the social sciences and look at 
what other churches and parachurch 
organizations have done. We then have 
to pick the options that are right for 
our church.”  

One tool is demographic research 
– finding out common ages, profes-
sions, family sizes, income levels, reli-
gious affiliations, unemployment levels 
and the like among the neighbourhood 
population. Churches can collect data 
from Statistics Canada (much of it for 
free), municipalities, school boards and 
community organizations. Outreach 
Canada also provides community pro-
files based on the latest census.

The Community Research Guide 
provides interpretive grids that a church 
can use to make sense of the data. Wat-
son compares these to lenses that give 
different perspectives on the commu-
nity.

While demographic information 
is important, it is only a start. “Demo-
graphics provide us with an aerial sur-
vey,” says Hunter. “The information is 
very broad, very representative. It’s at 
a very low resolution compared with 
talking to someone over coffee. Demo-
graphics point us to the stories but don’t 
get us very far into the story.”

A church can then use other ap-
proaches to go deeper. “We need to 
think of other options. We need to be 
able to engage people in conversation 
so that we fill out the details that may 
be lost in the statistics.”

Watson cautions against a market-
ing mindset. “We don’t want to turn 
our neighbours into targets. We want 
our neighbours to be neighbours. We 
are trying to get to know them better 
rather than alienating them.”

When a church has collected enough 
information, it can begin to reflect on 
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its role. “If there’s enough information, 
members can pray about what par-
ticular piece of the puzzle God wants 
them to address and where they fit in.” 
Churches do not have to respond to 
every need. “They can ask for help,” 
says Watson. “There may be other 
churches or groups they can partner 
with. There are significant things they 
could be doing in the community. When 
you have enough information, it allows 
you to be discerning.”

Hunter says: “Overall, it’s not that 
difficult. People make it seem more dif-
ficult than it is. Take the time to collect 
the information. Pray over that informa-
tion and ask for wisdom to be able to 
understand. It’s not that hard.”

The Community Research Guide 
also helps make sure it’s “not that hard.” 
It will help “churches and pastors sift 
through this stuff,” says Hunter. “It gives 
them guidelines as to where to get infor-

mation and how to synthesize and work 
through the information. It’s kind of a 
how-to tool.”

The Results
Glenn Smith, director of Christian 
Direction in Montreal, says churches 
change as they begin to understand 
their community. “It’s not a dramatic 
change at first. People begin to discover 
needs in their community they didn’t 
even know existed. They then begin to 
customize their work for the commun-
ities they’re in.

“What I hear most from people is ‘I 
didn’t even know that’s going on in my 
community.’ Most people experience an 
‘aha’ moment.”

Watson says this process can help 
churches in the process of change. 
“Many churches have used this process 
as a stepping stone for vision renewal.”

Ellerslie Road Baptist Church in 

Edmonton is an example of a church 
that is adapting to its community. In 
response to their research, they have 
planted Mandarin and Generation X 
congregations within the church. “We 
have learned from trying to pay atten-
tion that you can’t do one generic service 
and expect everyone to come,” says Ed 
Stuckey, former lead pastor.

“Our vision has been to declare the 
wonders of God in the languages of 
the people,” says Stuckey. “Sometimes 
people speak English, but the languages 
of the heart are different. We need to be 
discerning what these languages are. In 
the past, churches continued to do what 
they always did, mainly for church 
people. Now we need to be talking to 
people in the area. It’s not an easy thing 
to do.” Stuckey says the church hopes 
to add more ministries and continue to 
adapt to the community.

“I think of this process as bringing 
light out of darkness,” says Hunter. 
“Research brings clarity. It helps con-
gregations understand who lives in the 
neighbourhood around the church. It 
also helps evaluate existing programs 
so churches can be more strategic and 
connect with neighbours around the 
church.

“Churches may not experience 
huge growth in attendance numbers 
but there’s typically an increase in the 
ways churches impact the community. 
They usually end up having more of an 
outreach focus.

“I would encourage churches to 
do research on their community,” says 
Hunter. “Most people don’t even know 
who’s living in the house next door to 
the church. It’s hard to connect with 
people because people are so busy. For 
any church it’s important to get to know 
the neighbours and figure out how we 
as a body can impact the community. 
It’s not so much to bring them into the 
church but to love them.” 

Darryl Dash is a pastor and freelance 
writer in Etobicoke, Ont.Why I read Faith Today – send your reason and photo to ft@efc-canada.com

”In a world of mixed 
signals Faith Today 
remains a constant 
Christian voice.”
–Blake Weller, 
Farmer

Faith Today 
Real People. Real Faith.
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Canadian settlers in the 1800s 
often sang Christian songs 
while going about daily tasks 
such as ploughing fields, 

ironing, churning butter and working 
a bellows.

Such hymns continue to take up 
space in our brains – and perhaps on 
our iPods – today.  

Let’s take a quick look at some fa-
miliar, venerable Canadian songs. We’ll 
start with some popular ones in the 
1800s, in deference to those early set-
tlers, and then skip ahead to the 1960s. 
To hear the tunes for these songs, you 
can look them up at websites such as 
www.cyberhymnal.org.

Do you know these words? “What 

a friend we have in Jesus, / all our sins 
and griefs to bear. / What a privilege to 
carry / everything to God in prayer.”

The text of “What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus” was written around 
1850 by Joseph Medlicott Scriven, an 
Irish immigrant to Ontario. Scriven 
was a teacher, a musician and a Plym-
outh Brethren leader who lived near 
Rice Lake for many years before mov-
ing to Port Hope, where he is remem-
bered for his ministry among those 
who were less fortunate.

This hymn is well known thanks to 

Canadian Hymns

Tracking a 
Musical Tradition

How many historic Canadian hymns are there stored 
in your brain or sung in your congregation’s worship 
services?                                                    By Margaret Leask
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Ira D. Sankey who used it often in his 
preaching tours across the United States 
and Great Britain with Dwight L. Moody. 
In the 1950s it was sung frequently at 
Billy Graham evangelistic crusades.

Curiously, when it was first pub-
lished in Horace Hasting’s Social 
Hymns: Original and Selected (Bos-
ton, 1865), this hymn was anonymous. 
American composer Charles Converse 

set it to a tune called Converse (also 
known as Friendship). However, the 
Graham crusades used a different 
tune, Blaenwern, written by William 
Rowlands during the Welsh revivals of 
1905-06. The Welsh tune was set with 
Scriven’s hymn text in the British Sal-
vation Army Tune Book Supplement.

Another famous Canadian hymn is 
one of the oldest: “ ’Twas in the Moon 
of Wintertime” written by Father Jean 
de Brébeuf, a Jesuit missionary. About 
1640 he wrote a hymn in the language 
used in Huron communities located 
around Georgian Bay.

Amazingly, a version of the song 
can still be heard every Christmas in 
Canadian shopping malls and other 
public places. It is often sung by chil-
dren’s choirs: “’Twas in the moon of 
wintertime, when all the birds had fled, 
/ that mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel 
choirs instead; / before their light the 
stars grew dim, / and wandering hunters 
heard the hymn . . . . ”

Hugh McKellar, a Canadian music 
historian, tells the story of how the 
Huron Carol was almost lost in the wars 
that erupted about 1649 in which Father 
Brébeuf and Father Gabriel Lalement 
died. But the song, transported to Que-
bec City with a remnant of 300 Huron 
people who escaped the wars, was sung 
from memory for more than a century 
until 1794 when it was transcribed into 
French by a Quebec notary.

Another century passed before 
journalist Jesse Edgar Middleton 
learned of the Huron Carol when he 
was assigned to Quebec City. After he 
had returned to Toronto to work as 
music critic and feature writer for the 
Toronto Mail and Empire, he wrote 
an English text loosely inspired by 
Brébeuf’s. Middleton’s choir at Centen-
nial United Church sang it in 1926.

The haunting tune, known as Je-
sous Ahatonhia, is derived from a 
16th-century French folk song, “Une 
Jeune Pucelle,” which would have 
been known to Brébeuf. The text and 

A Singing Heart
Margaret Clarkson (1915-2008)

On  June 3, friends and family gathered at the chapel of 
Tyndale University College and Seminary in Toronto to 
celebrate the life of Canadian hymn writer, poet, musi-

cian, educator and author Margaret Clarkson.
Donald P. Hustad, hymnal editor emeritus with Hope Pub-

lishing Company, comments in his foreword to Clarkson’s hymn 
anthology, A Singing Heart (1988): “It is my conviction that 

Margaret Clarkson is our one outstanding hymnist, in the classical sense of that term, 
both in the quantity and the quality of her writing. . . . She has been equally recognized 
and claimed by the evangelical community in the United States.”

As a child, Margaret Clarkson would read a hymnbook during the 45-minute ser-
mons at St. John’s Presbyterian Church on Broadview Avenue in Toronto. She began writ-
ing hymns at the age of 12. While teaching in northern Ontario she wrote a devotional 
poem, “So Send I You” based on John 20:21, which was published in The Evangelical 
Christian in 1939. Composer John W. Peterson later set it to a tune known as Toronto 
for his Singspiration series. She revised the text in 1962, adapting the poem into a 
congregational hymn text. In addition to Peterson’s hymn tune, Kurt Kaiser composed 
By Grace Made Strong for the revised hymn text.

A lifelong supporter of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Clarkson was asked by C. Sta-
cey Woods, the first general director of IVCF, to write a hymn for its inaugural conference 
held at the University of Toronto in the summer of 1946. “We Come, O Christ, to Thee” 
marked the beginning of many hymns she would write for the annual IVCF conferences.

Its first verse is commonly edited to read: “We come, O Christ, to you, / true Son of 
God and man, / by whom all things consist, / in whom all life began: / in you alone we 
live and move, / and have our being in your love.”

Others, including “For Your Gift of God the Spirit” (set to the hymn tune Blaen-
wern) and “Lord of the Universe” (written for Urbana 73, and set to her own tune York 
Downs), are also in her hymn collection.

After she retired from the classroom, Clarkson concentrated on hymn writing and also 
taught Christian hymnody at Regent College in Vancouver in 1979 and 1981. Her hymn 
text “Jesus, Life of All the World” was sung at the World Council of Churches conference in 
Vancouver in 1983. Clarkson’s favourite tune for this hymn was Light of Light composed 
at the age of 17 by Sir Ernest MacMillan when he was organist and choir director at Knox 
Presbyterian Church, her church in Toronto during her teaching career.

In addition to all these hymn texts, many Canadian hymnbooks include “Lord Jesus, 
We Must Know You,” “Lord, We Hear Your Word With Gladness,” “Now Know We Not 
the Meaning of Life’s Sorrow,” “O Living Word of God,” “Our Cities Cry to You, O God” 
and “We Gather Here to Bid Farewell” (a gift to friends who were embarking on mission 
work). Many American hymnbooks carry several of her hymns.

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada recognized Margaret Clarkson’s substantial 
contribution to Christian hymnody and worship in 1992 with the Leslie K. Tarr Award. 
Another honour she received was being made a Fellow of The Hymn Society in the United 
States and Canada. For many years she was a regular contributor to The Hymn: A Journal 
of Congregational Song, a publication of the society (www.thehymnsociety.org).

Clarkson’s papers are held in the archives and special collections at Wheaton Col-
lege in Illinois. Correspondence between Margaret Clarkson and poet Margaret Avison 
(1918-2007, who also won a Tarr Award, in 2005) is located in the archives of York 
University. n                                                                                                                        –ML
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tune have survived to become one of 
the most recognized Canadian songs.

BRITISH INFLUENCES
Many British hymn writers have had a 
strong influence on Canadian con-
gregational song or “hymnody” 
– a term that describes the 
common body of traditional 
Christian music of worship 
and praise. Here are two 
examples.

William Bullock, a 
missionary for the Society 
for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, served in New-
foundland and Nova Scotia, 
building new churches and 
also acting as doctor and 
magistrate in the outposts. 
In 1854 he published his 
Songs of the Church in Hal-
ifax. The collection included “We Love 
the Place, O God,” a hymn of dedica-
tion based on Psalm 26:8 and written for 
the opening of his new church at Trinity 
Bay. The first verse: “We love the place, 
O God, / wherein Thine honor dwells; 
/ the joy of Thine abode / all earthly joy 
excels.”

Edwin Hatch wrote “Breathe on 
Me, Breath of God,” an ordination 
hymn published privately in 1878. Im-
mediately following his own ordination, 
Hatch had emigrated from Oxford to 
Toronto to teach classics and church 
history at Trinity College. He taught 
high school in Quebec City from 1862 
to 1867 before returning to Oxford. 
His hymn is associated with a Victorian 
hymn tune, Trentham, composed by 
Robert Jackson.

“Breathe on me, breath of God, / fill 
me with life anew, / that I may love what 
Thou dost love, / and do what Thou 
wouldst do.”

CANADIAN HYMN WRITERS
Canadian hymn writers appeared in 
growing numbers in traditional hymn-
books published during the 20th cen-

tury. Here are two quick examples.
Mary Susannah Edgar wrote “God 

Who Touchest Earth With Beauty” in 
1925 for girls who attended summer 
camps at Glen Bernard near her birth-

place at Sundridge, Ont. The 
hymn won first prize in a 

competition sponsored 
by the American 
Camping Associa-
tion in 1926. James 
Edmund Jones, a 
Toronto magis-
trate and editor 
of two editions of 
the Anglican Book 

of Common Praise, 
composed the tune 
Glen Bernard for 
this text.

As the clouds of 
war gathered over 

Europe and Asia in 1938, R. B. Y. Scott, 
professor of Old Testament studies at 
United Theological College in Mon-
treal, wrote a hymn that began: “O day 
of God, draw nigh / in beauty and in 
power; / come with Thy timeless judg-
ment now / to match our present hour. 
/ Bring to our troubled minds, / uncer-
tain and afraid, / the quiet of a steadfast 
faith, / calm of a call obeyed.”

Scott set the hymn to the familiar 
Genevan psalm tune St. Michael, but 
the American Hymnal 1940 matched it 
with Bellwoods by Canadian organist 
James Hopkirk. It is among the most 
widely published Canadian hymns.

THE HYMN EXPLOSION
The 1960s, the decade known for its 
social turmoil and upheaval, witnessed 
some startling new developments in 
many genres of music, and congrega-
tional song had its own set of changes.

Hymnbook publishers, denomina-
tional and non-denominational alike, 
issued paperback songbooks designed 
to fit in a shirt pocket or to be tossed 
into a guitar case. These were trial col-
lections of new hymns, psalms, black 

spirituals, popular folk songs, praise 
songs and modern service music – to 
be sung in churches, at coffee houses 
and around campfires.

New music was on the North 
American horizon, and worship leaders 
and music publishers faced many deci-
sions. What materials would be carried 
over to the new books? Which hymns, 
psalms and spiritual songs that speak 
to current generations of worshippers 
would be included?

Several Canadian hymn writers 
contributed to the ‘‘hymn explosion” 
that happened between 1965 and 1975. 
Try looking some up on the Internet. 

Walter Farquharson, a poet, Eng-
lish teacher and United Church pas-
tor from Saskatchewan, wrote “For 
Beauty of Prairies” and “God Who 
Gives to Life Its Goodness.” Herbert 
O’Driscoll, an Anglican priest now liv-
ing in Calgary, wrote “God Who Has 
Caused to Be Written Your Word for 
Our Learning.”

Ron Klusmeier of Vancouver Is-
land, a composer/music leader in The 
United Church of Canada, has contrib-
uted many new hymns, including col-
laborations with Walter Farquharson 
in the early 1970s such as “Give to Us 

More About Hymns

H ere are three comprehensive 
websites about hymnody, hymn-
books and songbooks, worship 

resources and teaching workshops.
The Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 

at www.calvin.edu/worship recently opened 
www.hymnary.org. Both are produced at 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich.

The Cyber Hymnal at www.cyber 
hymnal.org is a great reference. Search 
by title or keyword and listen to record-
ings of tunes.

The Hymn Society in the United 
States and Canada has a site at www.the 
hymnsociety.org. The Southern Ontario 
Chapter of the Hymn Society, at www.
sochs.org, is celebrating its 10th anni-
versary in 2008-09. n                       –ML

Itinerant evangelist Joseph 
Medlicott Scriven penned 
the famous ”What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus.”

http://www.calvin.edu/worship
http://www.hymnary.org
http://www.thehymnsociety.org
http://www.sochs.org
http://www.cyberhymnal.org
http://www.cyberhymnal.org
http://www.thehymnsociety.org
http://www.sochs.org
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Laughter,” “Teach Me, God, to Won-
der,” “Walls That Divide” and a hymn 
that celebrates families: “Would You 
bless our homes and families, / Source 
of life who calls us here; / in our world 
of stress and tension / teach us love 
that conquers fear. / Help us learn to 
love each other / with a love that con-
stant stays; / teach us when we face 
our troubles, / love’s expressed in many 
ways.” 

Klusmeier also worked with British 
hymn writer Fred Kaan to create “To 
Show by Touch and Word” and “Wor-
ship the Lord.”

Perhaps the most celebrated Ca-
nadian evangelical hymn writer was 
Margaret Clarkson (1915-2008 – see 
sidebar on page 30).

NEW HYMN & WORSHIP BOOKS
One of the most influential hymnal sup-
plements published recently in Canada 

is Songs for a Gospel People (1987, 
Wood Lake Books). It introduced 
Gordon Light’s hymn and hymn tune 
celebrating Pentecost, “She Comes Sail-
ing on the Wind,” and Peter Davison’s 
“The Singer and the Song” arranged by 
George Black. Ron Klusmeier contrib-
uted “Praise to the Lord” (his setting 
of Psalm 113).

Linnea Good is another West Coast 
singer/songwriter/arranger who is suc-
ceeding at contributing songs into our 
congregational memory banks. She is 
one of the rare musicians skilled both at 
writing new texts and composing tunes 
for them.

Living in the light is the name 
of a tune she composed in 1992 for 
an Epiphany hymn about the star that 
shone at Jesus’ birth. This hymn about 
God’s light is now sung in every season 
of the year. The hymn opens and closes 
with this refrain: “A light is gleam-

ing, / spreading its arms throughout 
the night, / living in the light. / Come 
share its gladness, / God’s radiant love 
is burning bright, living in the light.”

Linnea Good has also made con-
temporary arrangements of biblical 
psalms. The joy in her setting of Psalm 
100 captivates singers: “Make a joyful 
noise all the earth! / Worship your God 
with gladness. / Make a joyful noise 
all the earth. / Come to this place with 
a song!”

In 2007 Wood Lake Books pub-
lished More Voices to showcase wor-
ship music written since the mid-1990s. 
Living Canadian writers and composers 
in this new supplement include Linnea 
Good (www.linneagood.com), Ron 
Klusmeier (www.musiklus.com) and 
Gordon Light (www.commoncup.com). 
There is also a long list of traditional 
songs from around the world, thanks 
in part to two Canadian musicians: An-
drew Donaldson (http://hilariter.ca) and 
Bruce Harding (www.evensong.ca).

Current Canadian hymnbooks and 
hymnal supplements are continuing 
our tradition of singing sacred songs 
in many styles – at congregational wor-
ship, at adult and youth programs and 
in personal devotion.

Admittedly, every Canadian church 
group has its own approach to tradi-
tional Christian music. Some have re-
placed hymnals and traditional hymns 
with contemporary rock music and 
lyrics projected onto a screen. Some 
mix age-old texts with guitar, drum 
and bass accompaniment. Some have 
never used hymns. 

That said, our Christian musical 
heritage continues to be available for 
all. 

Margaret Leask teaches part time in reli-
gion and culture at Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity and at the University of Waterloo. 
She is the Canadian editor for the forth-
coming Canterbury Dictionary of Hym-
nology (Canterbury Press/Eerdmans).

http://www.linneagood.com
http://www.musiklus.com
http://www.commoncup.com
http://hilariter.ca
http://www.evensong.ca
mailto:legacygiving@efc-canada.com
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B y  J a m e s  B e v e r l e y

R e l i g i o n W a t c h

The burst bubble around Canadian evangelist Todd Bentley leaves 
serious questions for leaders in the charismatic side of the church

The Bentley Challenge

O
n June 23 Todd Bentley, the controversial evan-
gelist at the heart of the Florida Outpouring, was 
given an apostolic blessing by some of the big-
gest names in the charismatic Christian world: 

Peter Wagner, Che Ahn, Bill Johnson, John Arnott and Rick 
Joyner among others. Wagner, head of the International 
Coalition of Apostles, decreed that Bentley’s 
authority, favour, influence and revelation 
would increase. 

Well, it hasn’t turned out that way yet.
In mid-August the board of Bentley’s 

Fresh Fire Ministries announced that Bentley 
was separating from his wife and that he had 
“entered into an unhealthy relationship on an 
emotional level with a female member of his 
staff.” Bentley quickly stepped away from ministry and can-
celled all speaking engagements. At press time in late August 
it was obvious the bubble had burst on the Florida Outpour-
ing, even though a few hundred people continued to gather 
every evening at the Ignited Church, home base for the revival 
meetings that started April 2.

Two extreme views remain. On one side, critics say the 
revival was false, even from Satan, and that Bentley is a con 
artist in ministry for money, a wolf, a liar and many other 
uncharitable things. On the other side, fans of the revival 
claim it is clearly of God, that Bentley is one of the most 
anointed Christian leaders on Earth and that those who 
have doubts and raise questions are being influenced by 
demonic spirits. 

While I prefer neither extreme, now is the time for char-
ismatic/Pentecostal leaders to face underlying serious issues 
– issues that are distinct from Bentley’s marital problems. 

First, are leaders in the charismatic world going to curb 
the seeming obsession with angels, trips to heaven, gold 
dust, feathers from heaven, heavenly oil, heavenly gems, 
gold fillings and out-of-body travel? 

Lee Grady, editor of Charisma magazine, has critiqued 
Bentley on these kinds of issues, especially for his incredible 
reports about angels and his wild stories about his regular 
trips to heaven. Sadly, Grady received a lot of condemnation 
from other leaders for his “religious spirit” in raising  con-
cerns. Somehow we need to remind each other that “gull-
ibility is not synonymous with spirituality,” as A. W. Tozer 

rightly noted so long ago.
Second, are leaders in the charismatic world going to 

demand better truth-telling about miracles? Why is it that 
most church leaders remained silent as Bentley failed to give 
proof for the 30 or so announcements of raisings from the 
dead? Associated Press, Nightline reporters and the British 

evangelical magazine Christianity found scant 
evidence of miracles and resurrections. 

How could Wagner and all those ap-
ostolic leaders who blessed Bentley not be 
outraged at blatant carelessness about the 
supernatural? A pastor supposedly cured of 
cancer dies a week later. Bentley announces 
that one man is cured of a double leg ampu-
tation and the man walks on stage with his 

prosthetic devices still in place. Bentley even brought his 
wife and kids on stage as a prophetic sign that God is going 
to bless families.

Third, are leaders in the charismatic world going to deal 
with the shallow and cheap prophetic gifting that has come 
to dominate the movement for the past 20 years? Prophets 
are a dime a dozen now and there is no end of contradic-
tory, vague, trivial, boring and weird prophetic utterances. 
Some charismatic prophets are especially good at announc-
ing prophecies after the fact. Even false prophecies elicit 
little concern. All of this amounts to taking the Lord’s name 
in vain. No one even blinks. 

Those who anointed Bentley in June owe their con-
stituencies an apology, or at least an explanation, for their 
rush to bless him without seriously engaging his personal 
struggles and the deeper flaws in the revival. Yes, God used 
the revival to bless people and to bring some who are lost 
to salvation. However, this does not negate the need to ad-
dress the major problems in Bentley’s life and ministry and 
in the Florida Outpouring. Hopefully, the months ahead 
will see true healing for Bentley and his family as well as 
greater discernment in the entire charismatic side of the 
church. 

James A. Beverley is professor of Christian thought and ethics 
at Tyndale Seminary. His latest book The Nelson’s Illustrated 
Guide to Religions will be released in winter 2009.

Yes, God 
used the 
revival to 

bless people. 
However . . .



34 / September /  October 2008

A.

Q.
C

remation of human remains is an increasingly 
popular alternative to traditional burial in 
North America. In parts of Asia cremation has 
been common for some time – in Japan it is 

required by law. Nearly three-fourths of Europeans choose 
cremation, mostly in the cities. In Canada’s western prov-
inces and Quebec, more than half of the fu-
nerals involve cremation. British Columbia 
reportedly has the highest rate of cremations 
in North America: 80 per cent. 

What considerations are important if a 
Christian might be thinking of this alterna-
tive?

It’s worth examining whether the Bible 
approves of cremation or rejects it.

While the trend may be relatively new in 
North America, in some other cultures the 
practice dates back thousands of years before 
Christ. The Greeks and Romans of Jesus’ day followed it 
as the norm in keeping with their philosophy of soul im-
mortality and an accompanying devaluation of the human 
body after death. 

Jewish stress on soul embodiment involved much more 
respect for the body. Proper burial was important to God’s 
people in the Old Testament, although bodies were some-
times burned as a sign of God’s judgment. Examples include 
those found guilty of adultery (Leviticus 20:14), prostitution 
(Genesis 38:24, Leviticus 21:9) or extreme violations such 
as that of Achan at Ai (Joshua 7:27).

The Bible also mentions the curse on Moab for hav-
ing burned the bones of the king of Edom (Amos 2:1) and 
Josiah’s defilement of the altar at Bethel by burning of human 
bones taken from tombs (2 Kings 23:20).

Yet there is no clear, categorical prohibition of cremation 
in the Old Testament.

Early Christians generally continued the practice of tra-
ditional burial, perhaps in part because some pagan phil-
osophies and practices were associated with cremation. But 
their most significant reasons, surely, were that burial seemed 
more in keeping with the reality of the bodily resurrection 
of Jesus and with their appreciation of believers’ bodies as 
temples of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul’s strong emphasis on resurrection of the body in 1 

Corinthians 15 might suggest to some that traditional burial 
is the proper, biblically supportable choice. 

Yet we also know that the state of the physical body at 
time of death is not consequential for the resurrection body 
planned by God. 

What is clear in both the Old and New Testaments is 
the importance of showing proper respect and 
dignity for the physical body in death as well 
as life.

Today, Christians seek to maintain our bib-
lical respect for the physical body while giving 
fair consideration to growing ecological and 
financial concerns. 

Cremation is somewhat less expensive. Cre-
mation results in less invasive chemicals in the 
soil because embalming is usually not required. 
One new cremation process uses liquid nitrogen 
to pulverize and collect the remains, thus reduc-

ing the threat of pollution even more. Mobility and crowded 
cemeteries also add to the appeal of cremation. 

A decision about cremation should not finally depend 
upon these practical aspects, as important as they are. Be-
cause the Bible has no specific injunction prohibiting the 
practice, it boils down to a matter of personal preference 
and family decision-making.

As long as proper respect is given to the memory and 
body of the deceased, whether to cremate or not can then 
simply remain something family members need to discuss 
and decide. The preference of the individual is key – in most 
areas it is required by law that an individual’s expressed 
preference for burial or cremation be followed. 

Both cremation and traditional burial are biblically ac-
ceptable. Emotion, aesthetics, philosophical issues and per-
sonal preference may influence one way or the other but,  
as Martin Luther said, what the Bible does not condemn, 
neither should we. 

Jimmy Cobb of Cochrane, Alta., is professor of theology, ethics 
and history at Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary and College. 
Representatives of 10 seminaries affiliated with The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada take turns writing this column. Please send 
your questions to: FTeditor@efc-canada.com or Faith Today, Ask 
a Theologian, M.I.P. Box 3745, Markham, ON L3R 0Y4.

B y  J i m m y  C o b b

Does the Bible Allow
Cremation?

A s k  a  T h e o l o g i a n

We  know that 
the state of the 
physical body 

at time of death is 
not consequential 

for the resurrection 
body planned 

by God

mailto:FTeditor@efc-canada.com
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Faded jeans and broken people wel-
come.” This is the invitation ex-
tended by Riverwood Church Com-

munity, a non-denominational group in 
Winnipeg that welcomes around 750 
worshippers. 

“We are truck drivers, technicians, 
business owners, unemployed, retail clerks 
and disadvantaged – united as people being 
changed by the life-transformational power 
of God,” declares Jon Courtney, pastor of 
extension ministries.

Courtney explains that the church’s 
“inconvenient location” – on a side street 
in central Winnipeg, in an old warehouse,  
that doesn’t look like a church – is a re-
sponse to the call of God to the area in the 
year 2000. Volunteers pitched in to con-
duct their own “divine restoration” project and now they’re 
bursting at the seams! 

Mission Statement or Bottom Line?
Around Riverwood there has been a shift from a mission state-
ment to what the group calls “our bottom line.” Riverwood 
sums up its focus as “L-3 living”: Living in intimacy with God, 
Living in deep community, Living lives of influence.

“Riverwood isn’t a place, it’s a people,” says Courtney. 
“It’s not a building so much as a connected living body.”

Mirroring Neighbourhood Diversity
Pastor Courtney describes the area as “disadvantaged” with 
low income housing, a high Native population and lots of 
immigrants. Reflective of the younger neighbourhood demo-
graphic, the congregation hosts a high proportion of young 
adults with families. 

Even the church name adds a twist of the unusual. While 
many community churches see themselves as an establish-
ment in the community, Riverwood Church Community 
reverses the words to emphasize the people are the com-
munity from the inside out! 

When they outgrow this facility, they aren’t looking to 
move to the suburbs. “God has called Riverwood to move 
closer to the needs in the neighbourhood,” Courtney says.

Why Neighbours Know About This Church
Derek and Michelle Mitchell spotted the tagline about bro-
ken people after trying a more traditional church that accen-
tuated their alienation. This come-as-you-are church proved 
to be full of surprises. When Derek lost his job, four people 
offered work on the spot and set up a barbecue to celebrate. 
The Riverwood “family” was also there for Michelle when 
their son, Dayton, was born with complications.

“They’ll stop their lives to help you at the drop of a dime,” 
Derek testifies. The Mitchells started attending the Alpha pro-
gram to learn more about their faith over dinner and discus-
sion each week. Now they encourage relatives and old friends 
who show interest in their “makeover” to check it out.

The Breadth and Depth of a Community Mindset
“The community knows us by the work we do,” comments 
Courtney. “We take our church to our community.” Block par-
ties at the local park attract 1,000 people. The Adopt-a-Block 
team of 30 has been walking the streets for about five years. 
Teams knock on doors weekly, asking “Is there anything we 
can help you with?” They’ve gained entrance into 120 homes. 
Incredible connections are initiated doing yardwork or listen-
ing over a cup of coffee. The church also publishes a hip-look-
ing, free community newspaper called Neighbourhood Life.

“We’re not interested in people coming to fill up a seat. Ev-

Riverwood Church Community, 
Winnipeg
B y  C h a r l e n e  d e  H a a n

A  C h u r c h  Y o u  S h o u l d  K n o w

A team of Riverwood volunteers hits the neighbourhood streets to clean up garbage.
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eryone gets involved,” says Courtney. 
Community of Hope is the umbrella 

name for three Riverwood locations in 
the same neighbourhood: a church, a 
store and a community centre. 

The Hope Store, in a leased facility, 
operates much like a thrift store. It aims 
to distribute clothing and household 
goods inexpensively to generate income 

for other projects and to help people 
regain employment by hiring friends in 
the neighbourhood. 

Hope Centre ministers from a 
donated building, offering a weekly 
drop-in program for adults, where ap-
proximately 120 enjoy a no-cost lunch. 
A food bank, started in 1996, assists 
80 families every two weeks. Alpha @ 
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The Centre encourages people to host a 
table and invite their neighbours. 

The Community Garden is a new 
initiative. Neighbours get a section of 
ground to grow organic vegetables. They 
build relationships with each other and 
with volunteers from the church. Gar-
deners keep most of their harvest and 
contribute some to the food bank.

The Refuge provides a safe haven for 
young, high-risk moms with one church 
mentor pouring love, acceptance, and 
grace into the lives of about three moms 
at a time – not to judge or change them 
but to help them learn to make positive 
decisions in relationships, parenting skills, 
education or job searching. Forty-five 
moms and tots appreciate weekly small 
group sessions with childcare provided.

A team of 14 volunteers operates 
Kidz Club in an elementary school gym, 
influencing the lives of 60 to 65 high-
needs children through games, crafts 
and a “God-talk” and also touching 
parents through family movie nights 
and barbecues.

The Ongoing Challenge
Although Riverwood has experienced a 
good measure of success extending the 
ministry of the church into the commu-
nity, “We want to strengthen the bridge 
from the community to the church,” 
says Courtney. “It’s easy to run segre-
gated programs. You don’t clash if each 
program is separate. We want to shift to 
a more integrated model of ministry.” 

For example, the youth program 
has a strong influx of community teens, 
which adds a different dynamic to the 
church youth. “How do we manage 
this?” Courtney muses. “Understanding 
the tension and balance keeps us work-
ing to integrate – not segregate!”  

Charlene de Haan is a freelance writer in 
Toronto. She also serves as a consultant 
to The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada 
in its Missional Church Project. Read all 
the profiles in this ongoing series at www.
faithtoday.ca.

http://www.faithtoday.ca
mailto:ed.clayson@rbc.com
http://www.faithtoday.ca
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Mistaken Identities

T
he pace of change in our world leaves many of us 
feeling like Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz: a bit 
dizzy but sure “We’re not in Kansas anymore.” 
It’s easy to wonder where we are and who we are. 

It’s easy for Canadian society to mistake and misunderstand 
our identities as believers and churches.

It is important that believers have a true sense of identity 
and purpose, not based on how others identify us but based 
on who God has made us to be.

There’s more to say about this but, first, let me also intro-
duce the denominational part of my identity in keeping with 
the aims of this series of guest columns.

I belong to the Reformed Church in Amer-
ica (RCA), which has 40 organized churches in 
Canada. The RCA (rca.org) is the oldest continu-
ous Protestant denomination in North America. 
In the small colonial town of New Amsterdam, 
New York, on a Sunday in 1628, about 50 people 
gathered around a crude table in a mill loft. Their 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper marks the birth 
date of the RCA in North America.

Our oldest congregation in Canada will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary next year in Monarch, Alta.

Our theology is Reformed (owing much to the 16th-cen-
tury Protestant Reformation) and our style of government is 
Presbyterian (with congregations led by elected elders and 
deacons).

Those interested in Canadian history may want to know 
that RCA ministry in Canada goes back to the 1790s when an 
RCA minister named Robert McDowell ministered to Loyal-
ist settlers. He settled about 20 miles west of Kingston and 
opened his first church in 1798. 

When the RCA decided to stop its work in Upper Canada, 
McDowell decided to stay and work among Presbyterians. 
He became known as the father of The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada.

Today some people mistakenly confuse the RCA with the 
Christian Reformed Church (CRC) or other denominations 
with Dutch Protestant roots. 

We can clarify that by going back to Canada in the 1950s 
when the country welcomed a large influx of Dutch immigrants. 
The RCA encouraged these immigrants to join The Presbyte-
rian Church in Canada and The United Church of Canada. 

However, many immigrants joined the CRC, a group that 
had seceded from the RCA in 1857 (the RCA was known 
at that time as the Reformed Dutch Church). These CRC 
folks were especially proactive in establishing immigrant 
churches in Canada.

So today, even though the CRC and RCA are of compa-
rable size if you look at all of North America, the CRC is much 
larger in Canada (roughly one-fourth of the CRC’s 1,000 
congregations are in Canada, whereas the RCA has 40). 

What does our history suggest about our character today? 
Some might conclude that we are focused inward or non-

evangelistic or only a Dutch church. In fact, our 
40 Canadian churches are in various stages of 
birthing another 16 churches over the next few 
years. What’s more, we minister in eight lan-
guages. “We’re not in Kansas anymore.”

More important than our history or our 
Reformed identity is our identity as followers 
of Christ. In Christ we are a new creation. We 
are anointed to be prophets, priests and kings, 

as 1 Peter 2:9 reminds us: “You are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.”

All Christians were chosen to bring forth the good news 
of the gospel. Being a prophet means declaring God’s word. 
As we declare the good news of God in word and deed, we 
declare His praises. As priests we are to pray for our nation, 
for the people. And we are to offer ourselves as living sacri-
fices, living not for our own well-being but for God’s glory 
and in service to others. 

We are to let God rule in our lives and to bring His rule 
into our land by voicing His truth, advocating for a society 
that upholds His word and cares for those who are poor and 
in need.

I thank God for my identity as a leader in my denomina-
tion, yes, but mostly because I belong to Christ and have the 
privilege of serving Him. May we all rejoice in our calling 
as His people!  

 
John Kapteyn is executive secretary of the Regional Synod of 
Canada, part of the Reformed Church in America. This column 
continues a series by leaders of affiliates of The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada listed at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/affiliates.

A leader from the Reformed Church in America introduces his 
denomination and reflects on Christian identity. 

Our 40 
Canadian 

churches are in
various stages of 
birthing another 

16 churches

G o d  a t  W o r k i n D e n o m i n a t i o n s

http://rca.org
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/affiliates
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Six seminaries – 
One great education
ACTS Seminaries
ACTS Seminaries is the graduate school 
of theological studies of Trinity Western 
University. We are a unique enterprise – six 
Canadian evangelical Protestant seminaries, 
accountable to their denominational fami-
lies, come together to help you go further in 
your education and help you accomplish 
God’s calling.
• Thrive in a vibrant community that cele-
brates its diversity and works and worships 
together to prepare people for Christian 
service around the world.
• Interact with faculty from six denomina-

tions with extensive ministry, research and 
publishing experience.
• Study on the campus of Trinity Western 
University, voted by students as the school 
with the highest “quality of education” in 

Canada. Located one hour from Vancouver, 
two hours from Whistler, and close to the 
U.S. border, with moderate temperatures 
year round.
• Access the Trinity Western University 
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www.redeemer.ca
905.648.2131

INTEGRATE your faith into every aspect of your life.  
BECOME part of an authentic Christian community.  
EARN your Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science or 
Bachelor of Education degree.
 
Located on a beautiful 86-acre campus near Hamilton,
in southein southern Ontario, Redeemer is home to more than
850 students from over 40 denominations.

Redeemer

Preparing Students  
   For Life and Ministry

http://WWW.dESIGnPICS.COM
http://www.redeemer.ca
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library with one of the largest biblical and 
theological collections in Canada.
• Enjoy personal attention, mentoring and 
“open door” access to faculty.
• Join a long list of graduates who have 
gone on to distinguished and fruitful minis-
tries and careers.

Visit www.acts.twu.ca, email acts@twu.
ca, or call 888-468-6898 for more informa-
tion.

Ambrose Seminary · Canadian Baptist 
Seminary · Canadian Pentecostal Seminary 
· Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary · 
Northwest Baptist Seminary · Trinity West-
ern Seminary 

A unique learning 
environment
Capernwray Harbour Bible 
Centre
Situated on Thetis Island on BC’s beauti-
ful west coast, Capernwray Harbour Bible 
Centre offers a one-year, practical, in-depth 
Bible training program.

Knowing Jesus Christ as our risen and 
indwelling Saviour, life and Lord is the 
common goal. Students of all ages, de-
nominational backgrounds and nationali-
ties who are serious in wanting to know 
Christ are welcomed.

The Bible school curriculum covers a 
majority of the Old and New Testament 

Challenging academic programs
caring faculty

Christ-centred community
Well-respected degree
one?What’s your

416.218.6757 | 1.877.TYNDALE

www.whatsyour one.ca/visit

Toronto’s Christian University

What’s your one best option for university? Tyndale.

Come visit our 
campus

http://www.acts.twu.ca
mailto:acts@twu.ca
mailto:acts@twu.ca
http://www.whatsyourone.ca/visit
http://www.christianstudiesinternational.ca
mailto:csidesk@telus.net
http://gts.uwaterloo.ca
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books in classroom studies. Unique learn-
ing tools such as discussion seminars, per-
sonal study projects and journal summaries 
are incorporated to help students work 
through the deeper significance of God’s 
revelation of Christ as life in His written 
word.

The student body, of approximately 
135, joins with the Capernwray Harbour 
Staff Team to create a community intent on 
knowing and serving Christ and fellowship-
ping together within that context.

Many outreach opportunities, both 
local and international, are available to stu-
dents throughout the year. 

Capernwray Harbour trains men and 
women relationally for “full-time Christian 
service regardless of occupation.” To learn 
more or to apply online, call 250-246-9440 
or visit www.capernwray.ca.

Teaching opportunities
Christian Studies Interna-
tional
Christian Studies International (CSI) pro-
vides opportunities for Christian academics 
to teach overseas in public universities and 
colleges. CSI is the Canadian affiliate of the 
International Institute for Christian Stud-
ies (IICS), based in Overland Park, Kansas. 
Together, these two organizations have 
placed dozens of Christian faculty members 

at post-secondary institutions in developing 
and former communist countries, where 
they are able to provide students with 
an education that is rooted in a Christian 
worldview. Currently openings exist in 
many countries and in a variety of disci-
plines. 

CSI professors make a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of hundreds of students 
overseas. Professors teaching with CSI must 
raise some of their own support for travel 
and partial salary. Often, the host university 
provides some salary, housing and other 
amenities. CSI will assist professors in rais-
ing the necessary funds from churches, 
friends and supporters. Donations for this 
purpose are channelled through CSI, which 
provides tax-deduction receipts.

People with the appropriate academic 
qualifications who are interested in making 
use of this opportunity to bring the good 
news of the gospel in places where it may 
seldom be heard should consult the CSI 
website at www.christianstudiesinterna-
tional.ca or contact CSI at csidesk@telus.
net.

Learning to live well
Columbia Bible College
Are you looking for adventure? Do you 
want to grow in your faith, prepare for a 
career and meet life-long friends? Colum-

bia Bible College is an accredited college 
in beautiful Abbotsford, B.C., dedicated to 
preparing people for a life of discipleship, 
service and ministry. The classroom sizes 
are small, and the faculty and staff are per-
sonable and dedicated to the students. 

Hands-on learning, semesters abroad, 
internships and missions trips are all part of 
the education at Columbia. Practical learn-
ing meets academic learning in our seven 
majors. Columbia offers four-year Bachelor 
of Arts degrees, two-year diplomas and 
one-year certificates. Check out opportuni-
ties in biblical studies, caregiving and coun-
selling, early childhood education, intercul-
tural studies, outdoor leadership, worship 
arts, and youth work. Or come for one year 
to grow in discipleship and academics, and 
experience the adventures in the outdoors, 
missions, ministry and classroom through 
our Quest adventure discipleship program.

Come visit our campus, check out our 
website at www.columbiabc.edu or call us 
at 800-283-0881. Columbia is preparing 
people for a life of discipleship, service and 
ministry. 

A department of U of W
Conrad Grebel University 
College
Conrad Grebel University College cele-
brated the 20th anniversary of its Master of 

http://www.capernwray.ca
http://www.columbiabc.edu
http://www.christianstudiesinternational.ca
http://www.christianstudiesinternational.ca
mailto:csidesk@telus.net
mailto:csidesk@telus.net
http://www.prov.ca
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Theological Studies (MTS) program in 2008 
with the largest-ever graduating class. 

It also announced two significant 
program innovations. First, the program 
is now a graduate department within the 
University of Waterloo. Graduates will re-
ceive a conjoint college-university degree. 
Second, all full-time students will receive 
full tuition scholarships.

This MTS program offers a Mennonite-
Anabaptist perspective in an interdisciplin-
ary, ecumenical and inter-religious context. 
Students come from many denominations, 
faiths and academic backgrounds. They 
are able to take courses in other graduate 
departments of the University of Waterloo 
and at regional universities and seminaries. 

Three program options are offered 
in this two-year program: applied studies 
(includes ministry internships), thesis and 
coursework. Half of the total grads from 
the MTS program are in pastoral ministry; 
one-quarter are in a variety of other profes-
sions; and one-quarter have gone on to 
doctoral studies.

Program enrolment is limited to about 
40 students per year. In addition to tuition 
scholarships, the program offers $20,000 
in awards annually. Students may also 
apply for federal, provincial or university 
awards and loans.

Contact www.gts.uwaterloo.ca.

A+ rating
The King’s University College
The Globe and Mail University Report Card 
gave King’s University College an A+ (A 
plus) rating for “over-all student satisfac-
tion.” It was the only one in Canada – of 
any size – that scored that well. In addi-
tion, King’s chemistry professor, Dr. Peter 
Mahaffy, recently received the prestigious 
3M Canada Teaching Fellowship, Canada’s 
top teaching award.

At King’s you’ll not only earn a bache-
lor’s degree, you’ll tackle real-world ques-
tions and discover what your faith has to say 
about your career. You will have the free-
dom to ask the questions you want to ask.

King’s offers fully accredited bachelor’s 
degrees in the arts, humanities, music, 
social sciences, natural sciences and com-
merce/management, as well as a Bachelor 
of Education after degree. King’s currently 
serves almost 600 students from across 
Canada and abroad, representing more 
than 16 nations. Faculty are highly quali-
fied, dedicated Christians committed to 
academic excellence and communicating 
a Christian perspective in their teaching. 
Students are challenged both inside and 
outside the classroom to apply what they 
learn to life and their future careers.

Small class sizes, affordable on-campus 
housing, exciting student life activities, a 
variety of scholarships and bursaries, and 

education from a Christian perspective 
round out the advantages of attending 
King’s.

Website: www.kingsu.ca. E-mail: 
admissions@kingsu.ca. Phone: 780-465-
8334. Toll Free: 800-661-8582.

Addressing world needs
Prairie
For more than 85 years Prairie has been 
teaching students how to influence the 
world for Jesus Christ. Prairie’s newest col-
lege, Prairie College of Applied Arts and 
Technology, will prepare you to address 

the world’s needs in practical nursing, 
emergency medical technician services, 
emergency management, land and water 
resource management, or early learning 
and child care.

As Canada’s oldest Bible college, Prairie 
Bible College has a unique understanding 
of ministry training. Degree programs are 
offered in the areas of pastoral work, youth, 
worship, intercultural studies and outdoor 
leadership. Also offered are a variety of 
highly experiential one-year options.

Much of the world is not accessible by 
road. Prairie School of Mission Aviation will 

Contact us for a brochure.
www.regent-college.edu/f98
Toll free –1.800.663.8664
Vancouver, Canada

C o n t i n u i n g • S t u d i e S 

jiPod
Listen to J. I. Packer on iTunes U
and earn graduate credits.  
Continuing Studies is partnering  
with iTunes U to give you 
courses right where you are. 
Sign up anytime, and start 
listening while you’re on the bus, 
sitting on the patio, or walking. 
We have many graduate courses 
available for download through 
iTunes U. Check us out at 
regent-college.edu/iTunes_U

Mind Packer

http://www.gts.uwaterloo.ca
http://www.kingsu.ca
mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
http://regent-college.edu/iTunes_U
http://www.regent-college.edu/f98
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prepare you to use the greatest missionary 
tool available – the plane. You will learn 
how to fly, earning private and commercial 
licenses, instrument rating and night rat-
ing; taking mountain navigation training; 
and getting experience landing on unim-
proved airstrips and more. 

If you are ready to take the adventure 
God has laid out for you, we invite you to 
learn more. You will discover opportunities 
that will prepare you for whatever God is 
going to lead you into. 

Learn more. Call us at 800-661-2425 
or visit us online at www.prairie.edu.

Equipping for service
Providence Theological 
Seminary
How many churches are going through a 
pastoral search right now? In one Cana-
dian denomination alone, 35 churches are 
without a pastor. There is a growing need 
for qualified, caring ministers right here in 
North America as well as around the world. 
Think about it. Could God be calling you?

At Providence Theological Seminary, 
our passion is to equip Christians for ser-
vice and leadership. Whether you’ve always 
known you would serve in the church or 
you’re just discovering God’s purpose for 
your life, the need is undeniable right now. 
By serving God through the church, you, 

too, can lead people toward salvation or a 
better understanding of their salvation.

Supportive leadership, diverse com-
munity and solid biblical teaching – Provi-
dence provides the foundational theory, 
the theology and the vocational training 
you need to lead and serve people in your 
community and around the world.

Providence Theological Seminary is 
an evangelical interdenominational school 
that offers ATS-accredited graduate degrees 
at the master’s and doctoral levels. Provi-
dence graduates serve in various church 
and humanitarian ministries in all parts 
of the world and have gone on to various 
prestigious advanced degree programs in 
Canada and abroad. 

Contact us today. Visit www.prov.ca.

Integrating faith into life
Redeemer
Enabling you to integrate your faith into 
every aspect of your life is our focus at 
Redeemer. With more than 40 majors and 
minors to choose from, you can select a 
program that will allow you to earn your 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science or 
Bachelor of Education degree from a dis-
tinctly Christian perspective. Surrounded 
by a supportive community of students, 
faculty and staff, you will be challenged to 
get involved, apply what you are learning 

You want to change the problems 
in the world. You didn’t create 
them but today’s students are 
going to be the ones to solve them. 
What is an appropriate response 
to hunger, shortage of clean water, 
lack of adequate health care, and 
to reaching the lost – either here 
at home or somewhere else in our 
global village?

If you are ready to take the 
adventure God has laid out for 
you we invite you to learn more. 
You will discover opportunities. 
Today you only imagine yourself 
doing these things; Prairie will 
prepare you for whatever God is 
going to lead you into tomorrow.

Learn more. Call us at 
1.800.661.2425 or visit us online at 

www.prairie.edu.

. . . and go.

Get out 
      of here . . .

http://www.prairie.edu
http://www.prov.ca
http://www.prairie.edu
http://kingsu.ca
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and honour God in every area of life.
While earning your degree, you have 

the opportunity to be part of a vibrant stu-
dent body featuring townhouse-style living, 
active clubs, off-campus studies, student 
publications, outreach initiatives, varsity 
athletics and intentional prayer and wor-
ship. Being a Redeemer student touches 
every aspect of your life and helps to de-
velop the person God created you to be.

You are invited to visit our 86-acre 
campus in Ancaster, Ontario, to experience 
Redeemer for yourself. Take a tour, chat with 
a professor, learn about financial assistance 
and interact with current students to get a 
glimpse of what being a Redeemer student 
is all about. Schedule your visit or begin your 
application online at www.redeemer.ca.

An empowering community
Regent College
Regent College is an empowering commu-
nity of Christians committed to equipping 
people to live and work as mature followers 
of Christ in the vocations to which God has 
called them. Students representing a wide 
variety of nationalities, denominations, 
vocations and stages of life come to Regent 
to explore God’s call on their lives within a 
challenging and supportive community.

With an exceptional faculty, and 35 vis-
iting scholars every spring and summer, Re-

gent College is an established international 
graduate school providing theological and 
interdisciplinary education for the whole 
people of God. Phone 1-800-663-8664 or 
visit www.regent-college.edu.

Four God-honouring schools
Spirited Education in 
Manitoba
Are you wondering where to get a spirited 
education – an education where God is 
honoured and faith is part of your studies? 
Do you want to live in another part of the 
country, be part of a Christian community 
and make friends from all over Canada and 
around the world? You can do all that at 
one of these great Manitoba schools!

There are those who seek a life of the 
mind, others who seek a life of service to 
others. Some remarkable few seek both. 
These, the intellectually engaged and the 
open-hearted, belong at Booth College.

Canadian Mennonite University offers 
a challenging, practical and service-minded 
university experience, in the context of a 
vibrant Christian community. 

Providence College and Seminary is an 
evangelical Christian academic community 
that helps students grow in knowledge and 
character for leadership and service through 
graduate and undergraduate programs. 

With its unique a hands-on mission ex-

perience, Steinbach Bible College provides 
opportunities to discover and develop min-
istry potential in the church and society. 

Feed your mind and your spirit – get a 
spirited education in Manitoba! For more 
information, visit www.spiritededucation.ca.

A firm foundation
Summit Pacific College
Offering more than just a classroom educa-
tion, Summit Pacific College is a vibrant 
learning community committed to foster-
ing excellence in knowledge, spiritual 
growth and ministry experience. Whether 
you come for a one-year discipleship pro-
gram or a four-year degree, your Summit 
experience will lay a firm foundation for the 
rest of your life.

Study in Christ-centred classrooms 
with faculty who are actively investing in 
students’ lives. Live with young people who 
are serious about developing their gifts 
and serving their communities. Worship 
in weekly chapel services with a dynamic 
body of believers. And finally, apply your 
learning through weekly ministry and in-
ternship opportunities.

Summit offers a Bachelor of Arts in Reli-
gion with majors in counselling foundations, 
pastoral theology, church music, youth lead-
ership, biblical theology, and intercultural 
studies. Students can also earn a Bachelor of 

http://www.redeemer.ca
http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.spiritededucation.ca
mailto:dmin.director@utoronto.ca
http://www.tst.edu
http://www.columbiabc.edu
mailto:admissions@columbiabc.edu
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Arts in General Studies through Trinity West-
ern University with courses taught by univer-
sity professors right on the Summit campus. 

If you’re looking for a dynamic one-
year discipleship program, consider Omega 
Global. This is one year of intensive disci-
pleship with foundational biblical teaching, 
mentoring, team-building and hands-on 
ministry experience. At the end of this pro-
gram, the team travels overseas for several 
weeks of life-changing global outreach.

Check out our website, www.summit-
pacific.ca, for more information.

Tradition of excellence
Taylor University College
Taylor University College is a Christian lib-
eral arts institution in the finest tradition of 
evangelical scholarship. Located in beauti-
ful southwest Edmonton, Taylor is built on 
a tradition of excellence going back 67 
years, first as CTI then as North American 
Baptist College. In 2002, the school be-
came Taylor University College and Semi-
nary, named for J. Hudson Taylor, one of 
the great figures of the 19th century. 

Taylor grants provincially recognized 
three- and four-year Bachelor of Arts de-
grees in English, psychology, religion and 
theology, social science and general stud-
ies. We also provide a number of university 
transfer programs, applied emphases, spe-
cializations and certificate programs that 
include business, music, education, youth 
work, leadership, intercultural studies, 
Christian studies and worship arts. 

Taylor Seminary offers courses that 
directly prepare students for vocational 
ministry: intercultural studies, pastoral 
counselling, theology, hermeneutics, Greek, 
Hebrew, personal development/spiritual for-
mation, preaching and worship, and more. 
Taylor Seminary offers one-, two- and three-
year programs, and opportunities for field 
study and supervised ministry are provided. 

Taylor University College and Seminary 
boasts an outstanding faculty and a thriv-
ing academic environment. Our hope is 
that students will become effective leaders 
whose lives reflect Christ’s example of self-
lessness – Christ-minded leaders who make 
a difference in the world. Phone 1-800-
567-4988 or visit www.Taylor-Edu.ca.

 
A professional doctoral 
degree
Toronto School of Theology
The Doctor of Ministry (DMin) program 
offered by the member colleges of the 
Toronto School of Theology conjointly 
with the University of Toronto is a five-
year professional degree. It is designed for 
those currently engaged in the practice of 
ministry in its varied forms. The program 
welcomes qualified applicants, laity and 
ordained, from the ministries of parish and 

congregational leadership, religious educa-
tion, preaching, worship, pastoral care, 
hospital chaplaincy and other forms of 
ministerial leadership. 

The DMin affords those in ministerial 
leadership the opportunity to develop a 
comprehensive and critical understanding 
of ministry in which theory and practice 
inform and enhance one another. That is, 
the program is designed to help participants 
gain personal, professional and theological 
integration in a specific area of research par-
ticular to their ministries so they can achieve 
a high level of competency in the practice of 
ministry and its theoretical underpinnings.

If you would like more information 
about the DMin program at the Toronto 
School of Theology please e-mail the DMin 
office at dmin.office@utoronto.ca or call 
416-978-4050. 

Your one best choice
Tyndale University College
If your one hope for your future includes 
pursuing your intellectual passions, living in a 
dynamic Christian community and preparing 
for a meaningful life, then Tyndale, Toronto’s 
Christian university, is your one best choice. 

We offer Bachelor of Arts (BA) degrees 
in programs such as business administra-
tion, psychology, English and religious stud-
ies. Honours degrees, which will advance 
your preparation for a career or graduate 
school, are available for many programs. 
One-year certificates are also available.

For students with an undergraduate 
degree and an interest in teaching, Tyndale 
now offers a fully accredited consecutive 
Bachelor of Education program. This unique 
12-month approach offers more than 100 
practicum days and leads to certification 
with the Ontario College of Teachers.

Our vibrant, Christ-centred community 
will support you as you explore, examine 
and strengthen your faith values. Talented, 
accessible faculty members will know you 
as an individual, not a number.

Located in Toronto, we provide a safe 
environment, ministry and internship pos-
sibilities, and the opportunity to interact 
with diverse cultures and denominations. 

Tyndale, founded in 1894, is a transde-
nominational Christian university that wel-
comes students from different faith back-
grounds and traditions. Visit our campus 
and see what we have to offer. Visit www.
whatsyourone.ca or call 877-TYNDALE, lo-
cally 416-218.6757, for more information.

Feel it for yourself
Vanguard College
With so many factors to consider in choos-
ing a school – price, programs, accredita-
tion, housing – we sometimes forget to 
investigate for ourselves the school’s atmo-
sphere. Do you know what the spiritual life 

mailto:dmin.office@utoronto.ca
http://www.Taylor-Edu.ca
http://www.whatsyourone.ca
http://www.summitpacific.ca
http://www.summitpacific.ca
http://www.whatsyourone.ca
http://www.summitpacific.ca
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of the school is like? What part does chapel 
play in the life of the student body? What 
is the style of worship? How about the stu-
dents themselves – are they friendly? How 
do current students feel about the school? 
These questions are not easily answered by 
brochures and websites; it’s something you 
have to experience for yourself.

We are convinced that with just one visit 
to our campus you will feel it for yourself: 
God moving in chapels and class times, wor-
ship that is modern and free, and a body 
of students that will welcome you as part 
of a family. Offering degrees, diplomas and 
certificates, Vanguard College is dedicated 
to developing innovative spirit-filled leaders. 
Whether your passion is children or youth, 
missions or pastoral ministry, TESOL or wor-
ship studies, we have a program to prepare 
you for ministry in an accredited, affordable 
and Spirit-filled environment.

Come feel it for yourself here at Van-
guard College.

Address: 12140–103rd Street, Edmon-
ton, AB T5G 2J9. Tel.: 866-222-0808. Web-
site: www.vanguardcollege.com.

Redesigned degree platform
William and Catherine Booth 
College
More than a hundred years ago William 
Booth, the great social reformer and 

DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE SPIRIT-FILLED LEADERS

www.vanguardcollege.com | info@vanguardcollege.com | toll-free : 1-866-222-0808  

C O L L E G E

Check out our many scholarships 
www.vanguardcollege.com/affordable

EDMONTON, ALBERTA

http://www.vanguardcollege.com
http://www.vanguardcollege.com/affordable
http://www.vanguardcollege.com
mailto:info@vanguardcollege.com
http://www.spiritededucation.ca
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founder of The Salvation Army, dreamed of 
the creation of a “university of humanity.” 
The education we offer is shaped by Wil-
liam Booth’s values: concern for our fellow 
human beings, Christian faith, the power 
of the mind to transform our society, the 
necessity of rigorous study and the need 
to bring hope, social justice and mercy 
into the world. We are now working in a 
new way to fulfill William Booth’s vision of 
a “university of humanity” by redesigning 
our offerings to establish a university col-
lege curriculum. 

What does this transformation mean? 
We will continue to provide education in 
religion and Christian studies, social work, 
and extended learning. But to these of-
ferings we are adding new degrees on a 
redesigned university-degree platform. In 
the next year, new degree programs will 
be established in behavioural science and 
English/film studies, with others soon to 
follow. 

Our new degrees will meet accredita-
tion standards for university-level degree 
provision in Canada at both the provincial 
and national levels. This is our commit-
ment: to provide a high-quality Christian 
university education.

We are located in the urban centre of 
downtown Winnipeg, on the doorstep of a 
needy world. Visit www.boothcollege.ca. n

A d v ertising          F eat   u re

When was the last time you prayed for President Hu Jiantao of 
China? Or for Premier Kim Jong Il of North Korea? Or for the 
Muslim militants who tortured and murdered three Turkish Bible 
publishers in March 2007? 

The call for the follower of Jesus is to pray for all people. This 
year, please Pray For the Persecutors. Pray specifi cally for the kings 
and leaders of persecuting countries and for all those who harass, 
imprison and even kill Christians throughout the world.

VISIT WWW.IDOP.CA TO ORDER A FREE KIT FOR 
YOUR CHURCH OR GROUP.

http://www.boothcollege.ca
http://WWW.IDOP.CA
http://www.joy1250.ca
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The Spiritual Brain: A Neuroscientist’s 
Case for the Existence of the Soul 
Authors: Mario Beauregard and Denyse O’Leary

Montreal neurobiologist Mario Beauregard and Toronto 
journalist Denyse O’Leary have collaborated to produce a 
paradigm-shattering study of the “spiritual brain.” They 
take basic but positive steps to transcend the deadlock that 
characterizes so much of the contemporary relationship 

between spiritual and material realities.
On the one hand, the authors challenge 

materialist scientists who reject God’s ex-
istence because their ideologies either deny 
or ignore what science cannot comprehend. 
At the same time, Beauregard and O’Leary 
take issue with religious scientists who try 
to impose alternative methodologies to the 
scientific method or who seek to prove sci-
entifically that God exists.

This book’s methodology is grounded 
in empiricism but rejects some traditional 
scientific biases. “We do not believe in ma-
terialism,” say Beauregard and O’Leary, 

“but we do believe that a mystical reality or state of con-
sciousness does exist.” Several chapters critique atheistic 
scientific theories that debunk spiritual experience. 

The authors propose that a human “mind” and not 
only a “brain” is needed to comprehend religious, spiritual 
and mystical experiences (they call these RSMEs). Mind 
accesses the “experience” of a reality existing beyond the 
material world. 

The book offers empirical evidence that a “spiritual 
side” of humanity exists that can complete and transform 
human life. They describe how mystical experience affected 
15 Carmelite nuns from Quebec who participated in a study. 
The authors define mysticism and mystical experiences as 
well as what triggers them. 

Their conclusion? Ultimate reality cannot be proven or 
disproven by science, but it is possible to study and measure 
how this reality can affect people.

There are limits to this study. Not every activity experi-
enced by the “spiritual brain” is a good thing, or of equal 
value. A positive case for religious belief must be made on its 
own merit and is beyond the questions considered here. 

But certainly faith and reason can better relate in mu-
tually respectful and supportive ways as a result of studies 
like this one. 

“There is no need to choose between science and spiritu-
ality,” the authors conclude. “But there is certainly a need, 
as there always has been, to choose between materialism 
and spirituality.”   

–Wayne A. Holst

A r t s  &  C u l t u r e

Money: Burden or Blessing?
Author: Donald A. Leggett

Money is a powerful force in our society and, 
as the title of this book suggests, it can be both 
a burden and a blessing. Wealth carries “pe-
culiar temptations” and “often competes with 
God for our attention and energy.”

Leggett packs quite a bit into this brief 
70-page study. He surveys both the Old and 
New Testaments for teaching on the bless-
ings and burdens of wealth, provides a critical 
evaluation of the “prosperity gospel,” gives 
particular attention to the teaching of both Jesus and Paul 
regarding wealth and offers helpful counsel on how Chris-
tians should approach charitable giving.

Of particular interest to readers will be Leggett’s critical 
look at the prosperity gospel so prevalent in North Ameri-
can Christianity. He concludes there is scant evidence for 
the view that God wants everyone to prosper financially. 
For example, Leggett writes that “the prayer of Agur [Prov-
erbs 30:8-9], where he pleads with God requesting neither 
wealth nor poverty, cannot be reconciled with the gospel 
of affluence.”

An excellent set of study questions for each of the chap-
ters makes this book a great choice for a small group study or 
adult elective in an adult Bible study class. And for those who 
find this book has whetted their appetite for more, Leggett 
provides a recommended reading list for further study.

Hopefully this little volume will find its way into the hands 
of many Christians who struggle with how they view money. 
Leggett is professor emeritus of Old Testament at Tyndale Uni-
versity College and Seminary in Toronto. For 25 years he also 
served as a pastor and elder at Village Green Baptist Church 
in London, Ont.                                                                   –David Daniels

When Cobras Laugh
Authors: Don Ranney and Ray Wiseman

In a sense this book provides the reader with 
a two-for-the-price-of-one experience. It tells 
the stories of two different missionary units (a 
single man and a young family) working in two 
different parts of the world – India and South 
Africa. Steve Manley, surgeon, and Andrew 
Heath, family man and graphic artist, strike 
up a friendship during their pre-departure lin-
guistics training and remain in contact by letter during the 
course of their respective short missionary careers (this is in 
the early 1970s before the days of e-mail). 

Both encounter what turns out to be a seemingly in-
surmountable problem: Steve does battle with the corrupt 

HarperOne, Harper 
Collins Canada. 
368 pp. $25.95 
(hardcover). $16.25 
(paper available 
October 2008)

Clements Pub-
lishing, 2007. 
84 pages. $9.95 
(paper)

Capstone Press, 
2008. 248 pages. 
$18 (paper)

http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1894667867/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1894667867/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
http://www.amazon.ca/exec/obidos/ASIN/1554682185/ref=nosim/christianityc-20
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Diane was head of children’s ministry. Their 16-year-old 
daughter, Laurel, was an honour student and leader at school 
and church. Their son, Matthew, was in Toronto attending 
college. Life was unfolding according to plan when the two 
words “I’m pregnant” jettisoned their script and challenged 
their notions about life and faith.

This book is an open, candid account of 
the year that changed life in the Donaldson 
household forever: “our journey into a new 
normal,” as David describes it.

Since an event like unplanned pregnancy 
doesn’t happen to only one individual, this 
story is told in true postmodern style from three 
perspectives: David’s, Diane’s and Laurel’s. It 
is an engaging approach that keeps the story 
real, as each narrates his or her experiences 
with honesty and vulnerability. 

As parents, David and Diane are frank about their 
struggles with facing not only the death of dreams for their 
daughter but also their fears about potential judgment from 
church and extended family as well as their struggles with 
surrendering their own anticipated freedom. When the 
expected criticism and judgment did not materialize, they 
were humbled by grace, recognizing some of their own 
uncharitable attitudes in the past. 

This is a moving book about a “perfect” Christian family 
having to redefine itself and grow through the broken dreams 
of teen pregnancy to the joy of welcoming a new member 
to their family unit. It is a compelling, well-written story I 
couldn’t put down until I reached the last page. It reminds us 
that the church is first and foremost a community and that 
families are not defined by perfection but by love.

Available from www.createspace.com/3345403 and www.
amazon.com (not .ca).                                –Marianne Jones

Indian administrator under whom he works while Andrew 
faces the hypocrisy of other missionaries who have adopted 
the racist attitudes of white South Africans. Both struggle 
to do the right thing but find this only gets them in trouble 
with their superiors. 

Both find themselves tempted with potentially damaging 
emotional entanglements with young women. Both end up 
abandoning their original intentions of long-term missionary 
service. But both also experience the goodness and grace of 
God in the midst of apparent and, sometimes, real failure. 

All of this, of course, has too often been a sad but real 
part of Christian missions, and it is good not all missionary 
stories are unrealistically perfect. The authors remind us that 
God has sometimes accomplished his purposes despite rather 
than simply through the fallible agents we have sent out into 
the world. From this perspective, When Cobras Laugh is 
well worth reading. 

Unfortunately, the quality of writing leaves much to be 
desired. Dialogue is at times unrealistic, character develop-
ment difficult to follow, personalities overdrawn and the plots 
somewhat rushed and disconnected. Despite these weaknesses, 
once the stories began to unfold the book is difficult to put 
down. This is a useful warning that youthful missionary ideal-
ism can too easily be disappointed.                            –Tim Stabell

The Courage of Grace: One Family’s 
Journey through Teenage Pregnancy
Author: David Donaldson, with Diane Donaldson and 
Laurel Donaldson

David and Diane Donaldson were living out their script for 
their lives. David was enrolled at McMaster Divinity College 
and played drums on the worship team at their church where 

MUSIC REVIEWS

I Will Go
Artist: Starfield

This record will be devoured in huge gulps 
by Starfield’s legions of loyal fans. I Will Go is 
the third release from the Abbotsford, B.C., 

rockers, adding momentum to six years of busy touring, success-
ful sales, radio play and awards including a Juno, an armload of 
Covenants and special Gospel Music Association Dove recognition 
for their international success.

The new CD is a collection of driving modern worship songs, 
like a lighter version of Hillsong United. In fact, the album’s first 
song is a cover of Hillsong’s “Hosanna,” one of several strong 
anthems ideal for corporate worship. 

Other notable tracks include “Reign in Us” and “Great in All 
the Earth” – singable, repetitive and suitably contagious. The vo-
cals are excellent, with Tim and Jon Neufeld offering the same 

CreateSpace, 
2008. 132 pages. 
$15.00 (paper)

great sibling harmony that has become their signature. The writ-
ing is good, although perhaps not as innovative as Beauty in the 
Broken, their highly successful previous release.

I really like this CD’s clear focus on global missions. It’s easy 
to feel the band’s authentic desire to shake up apathetic young 
people, urging them to get out of their comfort zones and reach 
out to a broken world with compassion. 

The energetic opening track sets the tone: “From every nation 
God is calling out His own / a saved generation that will not be over-
thrown // and we’re not backing down, no way.” The title track is 
equally powerful: “Let me not be blind with privilege / Give me eyes 
to see the pain / Let the blessing you’ve poured out on me / not be 
spent on me in vain / Let this life be used for change / I will go.”

The CD was excellently recorded in both Nashville and Ab-
botsford by two stellar producers, Allen Salmon and Ed Cash.

Though a bit on the safe side and musically homogenized, I Will 
Go is still a strong modern worship CD. These young men shine with 
passion and conviction, drawing listeners into a place of humble 
worship while also challenging them.                   –Ali Matthews

Sparrow Records, 
$12.99.

http://www.createspace.com/3345403
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com
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Lead Pastor
Southview Church, located in the city of Cal-
gary, Alberta, seeks a proven leader with the 
maturity and experience to lead a growing 
congregation of 1,600 comprised largely of 
young families in corporate and individual 
worship. This person is first and foremost a 
servant leader with a passion to know and 
glorify God. He/she finds joy in equipping 
others for ministry and in unleashing the 
church to be “throughout-the-week” wor-
shippers. Key qualifications are a heart for 
God, artistic and leadership gifts and ad-
ministrative skills. Please send resumes to 
barb_harvey@southviewchurch.com.

T h e  N e t w o r kC l a s s i f i e d s 
Classified ad deadline for November/December 2008 issue: Sept. 26         Tel.: 705-222-5025        E-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com 

Careers
Need Extra Income?

To help fund your ministry goals? Find 
out how several well-known ministers 
used this great tent making opportunity 
to supplement their incomes with max-
imum results. Call Jane at 519-745-1362 or 
brooksides@sympatico.ca.

Called to Ministry?
Called to Preach? The Evangelical Christian 
Church in Canada offers ministerial cre-
dentials to those who qualify. Contact us 
at: cecconline.com; cecc@rogers.com; 1-
888-981-8881.

Pastor/Director of 
Children’s Ministries

Heritage Park Alliance Church in Windsor, 
Ont., is looking for a dynamic individual who 
will help lead and develop the ministry to ap-
proximately 300 children (nursery to Grade 
5). Please contact us at garth@hpac.org and 
include a cover letter with your resumé. 

Youth & Outreach Worker
(Half-time)

Grace Christian Reformed Church of Scar-
borough, Ontario, is seeking a halftime 
Youth & Outreach Worker to help de-
velop its youth group ministry and outreach 
ministry. Grace Church is a medium- sized, 
multicultural, active church. Interested can-
didates may contact the church for more 
information: gracecrc@planeteer.com, 416-
293-0373, www.gracecrc.com.

Administrative Assistant

Arab World Ministries (AWM) – Canada 
is inviting applications for the position of 
administrative assistant.

AWM is an international, evangelical 
and interdenominational mission expressing 
faith in Christ through love for Muslims. We 
exist to exalt Jesus Christ through word and 
deed, making disciples and establishing ma-
ture, multiplying churches among Muslims 

Faculty Positions at William and Catherine Booth College
Sociology: William and Catherine Booth College seeks applications for a tenure-track faculty position in Sociology effective either January 1, 2009, or 
July 1, 2009. Rank is open. We seek candidates qualified to teach foundational, undergraduate courses in classical and contemporary sociological theory 
and upper-level courses in their area of specialization. A research and teaching ability in areas such as, but not limited to, social policy, social inequality, urban 
sociology, community development, criminology and the sociology of family would be considered an asset. Applicants should have a PhD in Sociology or 
a related discipline or be advanced ABD status at the time of appointment. An ability to contribute collaboratively to the development of a new degree 
program in Behavioural Science is essential. Please submit a letter of application with curriculum vitae, a statement of research and teaching interests, 
and reference letters from three referees to: Sociology Search Committee, Booth College, 447 Webb Place, Winnipeg, MB R3B 2P2.

English Literature: William and Catherine Booth College seeks applications for a tenure-track faculty position in English Literature effective 
either January 1, 2009, or July 1, 2009. Rank is open. We seek candidates qualified to teach foundational, undergraduate courses in either early modern 
literature (16th-18th centuries) or 19th-20th century literature. Research and teaching ability in areas such as, but not limited to, genre, gender, film, 
post-colonial writing, and literary theory would be considered an asset. Applicants should have a PhD in English or a related discipline or be advanced 
ABD status at the time of appointment. An ability to contribute collaboratively to the development of a new degree program in English and Film is 
essential. Please submit a letter of application with curriculum vitae, a statement of research and teaching interests, and the names and contact 
information of three referees to:  English Search Committee, Booth College, 447 Webb Place, Winnipeg, MB R3B 2P2. 

Psychology: William and Catherine Booth College seeks applications for a tenure-track faculty position in Psychology effective January 1, 2009, or July 
1, 2009. Rank open. We seek candidates qualified to teach foundational, undergraduate courses in psychology and upper-level courses in their area of 
specialization. A research and teaching ability in areas such as, but not limited to, abnormal, developmental, social, organizational psychology, and commu-
nity mental health would be considered an asset. Applicants should have a PhD in Psychology or be advanced ABD status at the time of appointment. An 
ability to contribute collaboratively to the development of a new degree program in Behavioural Science is essential. Please submit a letter of application 
with curriculum vitae, a statement of research and teaching interests, and reference letters from three referees to: Psychology Search Committee, 
Booth College, 447 Webb Place, Winnipeg, MB R3B 2P2.

The ethos of the College is shaped by its commitment to the historic Christian faith. The College is owned by the Salvation Army and reflects its deep 
involvement in service to the community. The successful applicant must have an active Christian faith, a history of involvement in a faith community, and 
commitment to the integration of faith and learning in a Christian university-level setting.

For these three positions, we encourage all qualified persons to apply; however, Canadians and permanent residents of Canada will be given priority. Review 
of applications will be ongoing until the position is filled. For more information on these positions, go to www.boothcollege.ca or contact: David 
Neale, PhD, Vice President and Academic Dean, Booth College. E-mail: dneale@boothcollege.ca or Phone: 204-924 4863.

Visit 
www.christianity.ca
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of the Arab world wherever they reside.
The successful candidate will be respons-

ible to the Executive Director and work in co-
operation with other AWM staff. He or she 
will be skilled with the computer using such 
programs as Word, Excel and Outlook.

This position is salaried but requires 
fundraising. Applicants may direct their ques-
tions to or request a job description from:  
info@awmcanada.org or 888-624-6170.

Personnel and Promotions 
Manager

Arab World Ministries (AWM) – Canada 
is inviting applications for the position of 
personnel and promotions manager.

AWM is an international, evangelical 
and interdenominational mission expressing 
faith in Christ through love for Muslims. We 
exist to exalt Jesus Christ through word and 
deed, making disciples and establishing ma-
ture, multiplying churches among Muslims 
of the Arab world wherever they reside.

and our Mission; to ignite, equip and unite 
men across Canada to become passionate 
followers of Jesus Christ through the effec-
tive communication of the Seven Promises. 
If you are a strong leader with exceptional 
written and oral communications skills, 
are passionate about men’s ministry, have a 
proven spiritual leadership experience, are 
comfortable speaking publicly at confer-
ences and seminars with a track record in 
a church, parachurch or business environ-
ment, we would be interested in talking to 
you. Interested candidates should send a 
covering letter and resumé to Wally Bud-
gell, Chair – Board of Directors via e-mail 
at wallyb@robertsonbright.com.

The successful candidate will be respons-
ible to the Executive Director and work in 
co-operation with other AWM staff. He or 
she will be a leader with proven skills in 
management, administration, resourcing 
and communications. 

This position is salaried but requires 
fundraising. Applicants may direct their ques-
tions to or request a job description from:  
info@awmcanada.org or 888-624-6170.

President
Promise Keepers Canada is a non-profit 
organization. We have been working with 
churches since 1995 to minister to men 
across Canada. We are currently seeking 
an individual to provide dynamic leader-
ship in the role of President with primary 
responsibility to develop our leadership 
team to fulfill our Vision; to challenge every 
Canadian man to discover the incredible life 
quest that God has for him as revealed by 
the life of Christ and the Holy Scriptures 

C20 ACRES of land
in west end 

HAMILTON, ON. 
Ideally suited for 

large church campus.

High visibility situated near the 
intersection of three major 

highways. One million people 
within twenty-minute drive.

Presently zoned agriculture 
but qualifies for 

institutional development.

CHURCH SITE
AVAILABLE

 Contact:
	 Don Myers
	 J.J. Barnicke
	 1-800-737-1215 
	 ext. 2226

/ 51September /  October 2008

Visit 
www.christianity.ca

Continued on page 52

mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
mailto:info@awmcanada.org
mailto:info@awmcanada.org
mailto:wallyb@robertsonbright.com
http://www.christianity.ca
http://www.chairtex.com


52 / September /  October 2008

  

52 / September /  October 2008

C l a s s i f i e d s T h e  N e t w o r k
Classified ad deadline for November/December 2008 issue: Sept. 26         Tel.: 705-222-5025        E-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com 

C l a s s i f i e d s 

CAREERs continued

Executive Pastor
Carruthers Creek Community Church, 
Ajax, Ont. This position enables the Senior 
Pastor to focus on teaching by translating 
the vision for C4 into implementation

Manage all of the operational staff and 
functions, ministry staff and business opera-
tions – website lists ministries.

Preferred candidates will have a mini-
mum of 5 years in a church, at a comparable 
level of responsibility. Relevant formal edu-
cation would be an asset.

Please review the vision and mission 
statements and especially the City of Hope 
message at the Carruthers Creek website 
www.carrutherscreek.ca.

Salary plus health benefits, RRSP, edu-
cation allowance, four weeks vacation.

Please send a resume along with a cov-
ering letter describing why you are looking 
for a new position to diram@hunt.ca. If you 
have the qualifications and experience, you 
will be contacted by phone. 

Senior Pastor
A small rural evangelical church located in 
Rossburn, Man. is in need of a senior pas-
tor. We are a member of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. Our town is located 
just south of the Riding Mountain National 
park, with a population of around 600. Our 
congregation is about 35 to 40. 

Please contact Dennis Kowal (chairper-
son) at 1-204-842-3643 or denniskowal@ 
hotmail.com. 

Miscellaneous

Christian Student Residence
and Guest Room in Montreal
www.residencema.ca; 514-843-4356.

Christian Book Publishing
We make book publishing simple for Christian 
ministries, authors and writers. Free consulta-
tion. Gus and Beryl Henne (formerly with Es-
sence Publishing). info@DAAPublishing.com. 
Toll-free: 888-485-2224.

Take Back Control
of Your Website

www.osmnetworks.com/faithtoday

Inspirational Sermons
Inspirational sermons by Rev. Fred Mazza-
rella on love and marriage, faith and grati-
tude, self-esteem and the seven last words of 
Christ on CD and DVD. $25 for two CDs 
and one DVD for shipping and handling. 
Tel.: 416-536-8195. Write: 72 Mansfield 
Avenue, Toronto, ON M6J 2B2.

SERVICES

JUNK or JEWEL?
Poems, essays, manuscripts: you write it and I’ll 
critique it honestly and fairly. Detailed analy-
sis, reasonable cost. David the Friendly Editor, 
403-443-5319 or helpedit@telus.net.

Business Card Sized Ad
2.25” x 1.5”

2 Color Ad - 1 Issue
Red - Pantone #032 CV
Blue - Pantone #072 CV

Please charge to Mastercard
#5583 4600 0088 2498

04/09
Roger N Plato

Please fax or e-mail credit card authorization
to us.

Fax:  250-347-9581
E-mail:  souvenir@cyberlink.bc.ca

 $325.00 (275.00 & 50.00 for Black Ink & 2 Color)

Visit 
www.christianity.ca

FINANCIAL PROFESSIONALS
Samaritan’s Purse is seeking spiritually mature, detail-oriented individuals with appropriate accounting training 
and experience to fill various levels financial positions; from mid-level to senior roles (F/t & P/t available).
Qualifications: Qualified applicants should be committed to Christian values and precepts, be in agreement 
with the Samaritan’s Purse Statement of Faith, and be appropriately proficient in accounting methods, proper 
internal control practices as well as financial systems.  While the scope of responsibility for these positions 
varies with their respective levels, candidates will have: 

•  A business/accounting degree or professional designation combined with appropriate experience
•  A high level of competency with Excel software including Office Suite Software 
•  Detail oriented;  a strong desire for accuracy and efficiency;  maintains confidentiality of records 
•  Experience working within the not-for-profit or charitable sector is preferred but not required

Benefits Offered: Full medical and dental benefits immediately (100% employer paid) & a 7% RRSP matching 
program; Flexible work hours available; Continued Education support for applicable courses.
Contact Information: Please forward your resume and cover letter detailing your passion for Christian 
ministry to: Samaritan’s Purse Canada – Attention: Human Resources, 20 Hopewell Way NE, Calgary, 
AB T3J 5H5. E-mail: employment@samaritan.org

Classifieds
$20 per line (minimum 

order 3 lines). 
Display classifieds 
are also available. 

Deadline for 
November/December 2008 

reservations: July 25.

Contact: 
Brian Shephard 

Tel. 705-222-5025 or 
E-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com

mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
http://www.carrutherscreek.ca
mailto:diram@hunt.ca
http://www.osmnetworks.com/faithtoday
mailto:helpedit@telus.net
mailto:FTads@efc-canada.com
http://www.christianity.ca
http://www.residencema.ca
mailto:info@DAAPublishing.com
mailto:employment@samaritan.org
mailto:denniskowal@hotmail.com
mailto:denniskowal@hotmail.com
http://www.room217.ca
mailto:souvenir@cyberlink.bc.ca
http://www.windermeresouvenirs.com
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Classified ad deadline for November/December 2008 issue: Sept. 26         Tel.: 705-222-5025        E-mail: FTads@efc-canada.com 

http://www.intercedenow.ca/missionleaders.php
http://www.intercedenow.ca
mailto:events@intercedenow.ca
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O u r  F a i t h  T o d a y

Thousands of Canadians have toured World Vision’s travelling 
One Life exhibit, learning what life is like for children 

impacted by HIV and AIDS in Africa.
 

Photo courtesy World Vision Canada
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Make Th e Connection.

Real Help For Real Needs.
Kenneth Copeland Ministries understands life is complex.Whatever stage you are at in life 
we can help. Our ministry provides the tools and resources for what matters most in life – 

from family to fi nances to fi nding your purpose. Please visit www.real-help.ca

kcm ads block bible white type.indd   1 2/7/08   10:16:06 AM

http://www.real-help.ca
http://WWW.REAL-HELP.CA
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 Ambrose Seminary
 Canadian Baptist Seminary
 Canadian Pentecostal Seminary
 Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary
 Northwest Baptist Seminary
 Trinity Western Seminary

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
Professional Christian Studies

 Master of Divinity †

 Master of Arts in Cross-Cultural Ministries †

 Master of Arts in Marriage & Family Therapy 
 Master of Applied Linguistics & Exegesis 
 Doctor of Ministry (post Master of Divinity)

General Christian Studies
 Master of Arts in Christian Studies †

 Diplomas †

Theological Research Studies
 Master of Theological Studies †

 Master of Theology (post Master of Divinity)
† With specializations.

Come Together. Go Further.

Six Seminaries. One Great Education.

www.acts.twu.ca  1.888.468.6898

ACTS SEMINARIES is a unique consortium of individual Canadian evangelical seminaries  

that have come together to help you go further in your education and pursuit of God’s calling.

DISCOVER  how you can go further at ACTS. Visit our website, give us a call, or send us an 

email at acts@twu.ca today and request a copy of the ACTS viewbook.

mailto:acts@twu.ca
http://www.acts.twu.ca
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